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Moderator’s View
Evolution of a Wider View
When I reflect on Richard’s thought-provoking sermon about Charlottesville—and
the recent trouble there---and his evolution from gung-ho cadet in a Portsmouth, VA
military school, full of the usual biases and prejudices of his all-white teenage classmates, to an idealistic University of Virginia grad headed for divinity school, I find myself full of curiosity and admiration. Yet not surprise, because I traveled a somewhat
similar journey that offers some clues about the human potential for change.
Perhaps even more than Richard, I grew up steeped in the history and culture of
the Old South, the cradle of the Confederacy—Charleston, South Carolina—where
my family had lived for many generations, some since long before the Civil War. My
mother belonged to the DAR. One ancestor was a captain in the Confederate Navy,
others were blockade runners, another was a pharmacist who doctored wounded soldiers during what we called “The War of Northern Aggression.” They weren’t plantation owners, but merchants and sea-farers, but at least two ancestors owned slaves,
who apparently worked as house “servants” or as skilled workers in one ancestor’s
carriage and sculpture-making workshop. Like most white Charlestonians my age, I
grew up in an almost completely segregated world, attended segregated schools and
churches, ate in segregated restaurants, sat in segregated movie theaters, and really
didn’t know any African Americans personally except for our nannies and Willie, who
drove a furniture truck for my grandfather and was treated almost as a member of the
family (yet never invited to dinner).
In retrospect, embarrassingly, I accepted all of this as “just the way it was.” Honestly, to this day, I don’t think of myself or my parents or grandparents as racists, certainly
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not overtly, yet all of us were undeniably complicit in a racist system, without trying to
change it or even, back then, decry it much. When we encountered any African American “neighbors”, we treated them politely. We were too polite to use the “N word”
or any other slurs. But mostly we just lived in our separate world, embracing the
myths of Gone with the Wind, hearing tales of the cruelty of Sherman’s “March to the
Sea”, the heartless burning of plantations, the bravery and fighting spirit of outnumbered Confederate soldiers, the importance of “states’ rights,” singing “Dixie” and
other tunes of our southern heritage.
In 1960, when I went off to New Hampshire to boarding school, I took my Confederate battle flag with me and hung it on the wall of my dorm room. Nobody then
called it a symbol of racism, even at a fine school run by well-educated New England
patriarchs. But there I had African American classmates, teammates, and even, yes,
friends, whom I soon realized were, except for skin color, not very different at all. I
began to read different literature, different history books. And I went to college in
Massachusetts, heard JFK and MLK speak, and read books by James Baldwin and Malcom X and even Eldridge Cleaver, studied anthropology, philosophy, and psychology,
traveled overseas, and became aware of the Civil Rights Movement, and its troublesome but courageous rightness. In other words, I was evolving, learning to recognize
and question received Truth (in religion too). I’m not saying I became a better human
being, but my thinking evolved and my horizons broadened. I can’t recall any true
epiphany, except perhaps when I recognized the disillusioning hypocrisy of my family’s
church not wanting to welcome African American worshippers. Sure, maybe they were
just showing up to make a point, but indeed they did make a point when they were
turned away, didn’t they?
Thus I evolved. But what about the potential of others whose opportunities have
been less than mine, whose horizons haven’t been expanded, who grow up nourished
with suspicion and prejudice and even hate towards people and things they really know
little about? Can they change too? What if they have little to treasure except their nostalgia for lost causes and their symbols of an imagined better time? And, in the light of
Charlottesville, how should we respond? Does it work to meet defiance with echoing
defiance, bluster with self-righteous aspersion? Do we let our antagonism escalate into
violence? Or should we figure out a way to broaden their horizons too? And how
might we extend compassion to our less-evolved neighbors, and perhaps even refrain
from denigrating their cherished symbols, while still repudiating racism and other evils?
Can it be done? I would argue that, however difficult, it must be done for civil society
to survive intact, and for us to continue evolving.
Roger Smith
Moderator
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Church Council Highlights
August 9, 2017
•

•
•

•

•

•
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•

•

Update on Labyrinth--black top has been removed, the area smoothed and graded.
(Since this meeting, French drain has been installed, gravel and rock dust filled in
and smoothed, now ready to begin outlining the design).
Learned that fundraising for the organ is going well (goal now met). The final work
order and contract in place (now finalized). Work to start in mid-August (begun).
Discussed need to improve acoustics in the sanctuary – better acoustics to provide a bigger sound. Removing some carpet would help. The Ministry of Physical
Resources will consider changes to achieve the best overall acoustic solution.
Learned that Jimmie Harris can no longer lead the Sunday School, and that the Parish Advisory Council will discuss authorizing funds to hire a new teacher to replace
Jimmie (subsequently done and approved by Council by email vote).
Heard about planned Prayer Training Workshop to be led by Ed O’Keefe and Romella Hart-O’Keefe, to kick off with a retreat at the UCC Retreat Center in Blowing Rock, Sept 8-9, followed by five Saturdays of training. The graduates will be
commissioned on October 15 during worship service.
Agreed to move the November Fellowship Supper to the second Tuesday, November 14, to avoid conflict with Thanksgiving weekend.
Discussed new protocols for submitting articles to Chronicle, to be coordinated
by the facilitators of the various ministries.
Melissa Melum and Sammye Whitney presented draft of an Emergency Medical
plan. Council encouraged Melissa to start recruiting volunteers.
Learned that the Envisioning Sacred Ground (ESC) group would be meeting, its
objective to assess, plan and execute changes to the land- and hardscape of the
church campus in an environmentally supportive manner.
Joan Nobling was introduced as the new assistant Treasurer. Ron Miller updated
Council on the audit in progress. Council learned that contributions to the church
via PayPal would be accepted on a trial basis for next year.
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UCC CONFERENCE MINISTER TO PREACH
at FCUCC
ON SEPTEMBER 24, 2017

The Rev. Dr. Edward Davis will be First Congregational’s
guest preacher on Sunday, September 24. Besides offering the
sermon at Sunday worship, Dr. Davis will present our church
with a UCC mental health award which he received on our
behalf at the UCC General Synod in Baltimore this summer.
The Bob & Joyce Dell Award honors a local UCC church or person who has done
much to eliminate stigma, build a ministry, or advocate for insurance parity or legal
protection for persons with serious mental illnesses. The award is sponsored by the
UCC Mental Health Network.
The Rev. Dr. Edward Smith Davis came to the Southern Conference from the Illinois
Conference UCC, where he served as Interim Associate Conference Minister, caring
for 102 churches and 350 ordained clergy. In addition to serving as Senior Pastor of St.
Mark United Church of Christ in Chicago, Dr. Davis also served as Chaplain for
the Chicago Fire Department Chaplain and as a Chicago Police St. Jude Chaplain.
Dr. Davis holds two bachelor’s degrees in Business, an MBA in Finance and Economics
from Roosevelt University in Chicago, and a Master of Divinity from Chicago Theological Seminary. He completed the Executive Education in Leadership program from the
Kellogg Graduate School of Management at Northwestern University, and earned
a Doctor of Ministry in Collaborative Leadership in the 21st Century from United
Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, where he currently serves as an Adjunct Faculty Advisor for the Doctor of Ministry program.
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THE WALTER E. ASHLEY
MEMORIAL LECTURE SERIES
presents

The Reverend Matthew Wright
October 20-22, 2017
The Reverend Matthew Wright - a native of Murphy,
NC - is an Episcopal priest, writer, and retreat leader
working to renew the Christian Wisdom tradition
within a wider interspiritual framework. He is a student of Cynthia Bourgeault and a
teacher for Northeast Wisdom. A gifted speaker and writer, he expresses himself in
both penetrating poetic language and extremely clear rational thought. His youth adds
a freshness of perspective. Currently, he serves as priest-in-charge at St. Gregory’s
Episcopal Church in Woodstock, NY where he and his wife, Yanick, live in a cottage
alongside the brothers of Holy Cross Monastery, in West Park, NY.

THE WEEKEND SCHEDULE

Friday, October 20
7 PM: How We Lost Our Wisdom: Recovering the Christian
Contemplative Path and Reclaiming Jesus as Wisdom Teacher
Saturday, October 21
10 AM: The Gospels of Thomas and Mary: Restoring
Wisdom Texts and Teaching
12 noon: Lunch
1 PM: Christianity in a Second Axial Age: Teilhard de Chardin and
Raimon Panikkar as Prophets of an Evolving Path
Sunday, October 22
9 AM: Adult Forum
10:30 AM: Worship Service, Rev. Matthew Wright - preacher
Single lecture: $25
Weekend pass: $75 includes 3 lectures and Saturday lunch
Purchase tickets online at www.fcchendersonville.org or complete the reservation
form included in the brochure.
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Focus on Forum
September 2017

SEPTEMBER 3 - OUR BELIEFS AND HOW THEY ARE FORMED DR. DON EMON
As we age, we form beliefs. A presentation of this process will be provided with emphasis on key developmental stages. These stages include: early years, teen years, early
adult, and mature adult. We would probably agree that our beliefs change as we grow
older. Some examples of each developmental stage will be provided. Since the Forum is
a religious setting, Don will emphasize our religious beliefs. This is planned as a lively
give-and-take with the audience.
Don Emon has spoken at a number of Forums the past two years. He has four college degrees, is a retired nuclear scientist, and is almost 80 years old. He believes he
has learned much about life and about himself. Forum faithful Raymond Stone recently
asked Don to give a talk on this subject. Don hopes to remind us of the psychology we
have learned plus provide some new ideas. Don is very active in the community, especially with IAM and with Compassion and Choices of the Western Carolinas.
SEPTEMBER 10- SCIENCE, RELIGION and EMILY DICKINSON
RICHARD BRANTLEY
No knowledge of Emily Dickinson is necessary. There will be handouts of poems to be
considered.
Richard Brantley and his wife, Diana, have recently joined FCUCC. Richard grew
up on the campus of Virginia Intermont College, in Bristol, Virginia. He received degrees from Wake Forest and Princeton and is now an emeritus professor of English at
the University of Florida. For forty-two years, he taught courses in Romanticism, the
history of criticism, and the Bible as literature. Having always gravitated to the debate
between science and religion, Richard still writes about the Anglo-American Romantic
struggle between the evidence of the senses and the stirrings of belief. He and Diana
have often benefited from the Ashley Lectures.
SEPTEMBER 17 - A NEW SEVENTH STORY

JOANN COLLINS AND
BEN COONROD
As a society and even personally, we live under the influence of six age-old paradigms
based on fear and lack. Come to the Forum and hear about a new Seventh Story that
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is emerging at this time that is based on love and enough for all. This new story comes
from the collaborative work of Brian McLaren and Gareth Higgins. (Brian McLaren has
been a Distinguished Ashley Lecturer at FCUCC.)
In May, Joann and Ben attended the Movies and Meaning festival in Albuquerque and
heard Brian and Gareth tell this story for the first time. They were so touched by the
power of the presentation and its message that they would like to share it with us. Joan
and Ben recently became members of our church and will be married here on September 30th.
SEPTEMBER 24 & OCTOBER 1 - THAT’S LIFE! ECCLESIASTES AND JESUS : TWO
SAGES
DR EARLE RABB
This two part series will focus on Ecclesiastes as an Old Testament wisdom teacher and
Jesus as a New Testament wisdom teacher - where Jesus is similar to Ecclesiastes and
where he differs.
Dr. Earle Rabb is a retired United Methodist minister. He is an experienced leader
of numerous workshops and seminars and is the author of the book, The Case of the
Missing Person: How Discovering Jesus of Nazareth Can Transform Individuals and Communities. An active member of the Jesus Seminar, he has spoken to our Forum several
times. He and his wife, Ann, reside in Brevard, where they are members of the Transylvania Unitarian Universalist congregation.

Flat Rock-Hendersonville PFLAG is sponsoring a car wash to support
LGBTQ and allied youth in Henderson County. It will take place Saturday,
September 16 from 10 am to 2 pm and will be held at the First Congregational Church Hendersonville in the parking lot. Cost is $5 per car. Please
help us raise these needed funds.
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FCUCC Book Group
Love to read? Join us!
The FCUCC Book Group will meet on Tuesday, September 12th
at 11:00 in the church library to discuss Virginia Woolf's novel
"To The Lighthouse". The story recalls the power of childhood
emotions and highlights the impermanence of adult relationships.
The novel includes little dialogue and almost no action; most of it
is written as thoughts and observations. In 1998 the Modern
Library named "To the Lighthouse" #15 on its list of the 100 best
English-language novels of the 20th century. In 2005 the novel
was chosen by Time magazine as one of the best 100 from 1923
to present.
Bal Goldman will lead the discussion on this "classic" novel.
Come join us! Everyone is invited.

The Writers’ Roundtable
The Writers’ Roundtable will meet
on Thursday, September 28 at 11:30
AM, in the Church Parlor. All writers
(poetry, fiction, drama, non-fiction)
are welcome. Listeners are also welcome. Writers are encouraged to
bring multiple copies of their writing
to distribute to help facilitate discussion. Queries? Contact Rand Bishop.
We would love to see you
there!

Prayer Shawl
Ministry
Meets the first Tuesday of the month at
10:00 am in the Parlor. Grab some yarn
and your needles and
join us!

8

Fellowship Supper
Tuesday, September 19
Immigration is a “hot button” issue we all talk about, especially in an agricultural community such as Henderson County where, for example, apples are harvested by more
than 200 growers each year and immigrant labor is a significant issue. Additional workers, often immigrants, are required in construction, health care, and the service industries. Almost a quarter of all Henderson County public school students identified as
“Hispanic” in 2016.
Join us as Pisgah Legal Services gives us an update on immigration in Henderson County, and answers questions such as the relationship between the County and ICE
(Immigration and Customs Enforcement). Immigration attorney Shoshanna Fried will
lead the team from Pisgah Legal. In addition, Bert Lemkes, the General Manager of TriHishtil in Mills River and a long-time Van Wingerden Greenhouse executive, will give
us a rare insight into the economics and real-world concerns confronting users of immigrant labor in the County. Bert, himself an immigrant (albeit from Europe) is an encyclopedic source of information.
As always, the Social Hour begins at 5:30 p.m. with dinner at 6:00 p.m.; bring a dish to
share and your own table setting and come to what promises to be a valuable presentation on a subject of current importance.

SUPPORT YOUR HUNGER WALKERS!!
Forty-two of your fellow church members have signed up to be on the FCUCC
2017 Hunger Walk Team to “Walk the Walk” to raise funds for agencies ministering to the needs of the hungry right here in our local community. Now it’s
up to each of YOU to support our walkers with a pledge to support their walk.
If you are asked by one of our Walkers to pledge to their support, please respond generously. If you are not approached by one of our walkers please seek
out someone wearing a brightly colored badge that says, “SUPPORT OUR
WALK.” We thank you as do those folks “who were hungry and you fed
them.”
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COME TO THE FAIR
Earlier this year, your Missions Group compiled and printed a VOLUNTEER DIRECTORY to help church members become more aware of the volunteer opportunities with groups that Missions supports. The Missions group has thoroughly vetted
each agency that your outreach dollars supports. The Directory is the little booklet
with the colorful volunteer hands stretching high on
the cover. It was distributed at the Annual Meeting,
and has been available on the table in the reception
area, and still is there for you to take.
On Sunday, September 24 during coffee hour,
Missions will be hosting a Volunteer Fair to help answer your questions about volunteer opportunities
in our community. Some 20 community agencies will
be represented at the Fair. Tables will be set up
around the perimeter of Fellowship Hall and each
table will be staffed by some of our church members
or representatives of the organizations who can describe volunteer opportunities and
answer your questions.
So, we hope you will “COME TO THE FAIR”. Grab your coffee and a munchy and
cruise the fair sites to learn how you might become the hands and feet of Jesus in our
community and do your part in working to bring about His Kingdom on this earth…
and enrich your own life by becoming involved.
SEE YOU AT THE FAIR— September 24, COFFEE HOUR.
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Mental Health Minute
When traumatic or stressful events occur, the natural rhythm of your
nervous system can be thrown out of balance. The Community Resiliency Model (CRM) provides six techniques to distract you from negative
sensations and feel like yourself again.
Technique #4: Gesturing and Spontaneous Movement
Most people have gestures or movements that bring them back into balance. Identifying
and deliberately making these motions, then focusing on the sensations they create in
your body, can reduce feelings of stress and trauma. Examples include putting your
hand over your heart and cheering yourself on by pumping your fists over your head.

CHANCEL FLOWERS
If you would like to dedicate flowers in memory or honor of a loved one or a
special date, please put your name on the Flower Chart which is posted on the
Reception area bulletin board and complete the form that can be found by the
chart. The form may be turned in to the church office the week prior to your
Sunday with the information for the bulletin. The cost is $25.00. Please make
your check payable to FCUCC with “Flowers” on the memo line.
Chancel Flowers are purchased and arranged by members of the church. Contact Joanne Kimmell (891-9816) if you would like to be part of the Flower Ministry.
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Come to the Well
Deep Gratitude
Gratitude opens us up to God. It changes our world view from a person-centric universe to the more accurate God-centric universe. That changes us. The way we think
about ourselves and our world has to change once we realize that everything we have
and everything we experience…everything (air, rain, a roof over our heads, water,
food, companionship, breath…thought…our very lives etc.) comes from God. Deep
Gratitude produces an attitude of profound wonder at the sheer abundance of God’s
givingness. It accepts the boundlessness of God’s grace in the face of our unworthiness (or at least our non-merited bounty). And, finally, it engenders within us an irrepressible desire to love and honor that which so wildly loves and honors us. Deep
Gratitude is a pathway to understanding that we are holy, that our lives are holy, that
everything is holy, because everything is of God.
Try a little experiment. Walk around your house with a pad of sticky notes and a pen.
Put a “Thank you God for…” sticky note on everything you are grateful to experience, everything you appreciate. Leave them up for a week, to remind yourself of
how much God gives you that you never even thought about. This exercise isn’t so
much about cataloging the ‘stuff’ in our lives. It’s about noticing the fundamentals of
our lives that we often take for granted - like friendship, beauty, peace, aliveness,
sight, joy. Listen to yourself say thank you to God every time you see one of your
sticky notes or use what you’ve put it on. What does it do to you? How does it
change the way you feel about God, or your own life?
Let me know how this simple exercise works for you and have fun with it. by continually recognizing these unmerited gifts

Blessings,
Rev. Posy Jackson
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A NOTE FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE
Recently, FCUCC launched its new website. Same address:
fcchendersonville.org; new look. The website is easy
to use, colorful, and represents our church community in a
positive way. You are encouraged to explore two aspects
of the new website, soon and often.
One is the “Members” area. The “Members” button is located on the bottom righthand corner of each page on the website. And you no longer need a personal password to access this page. The common password for our church to use is Luke1.
Once you have entered the password you will see the two options available: “Online
Directory” and “Connections List”. If you choose the directory, you will be prompted
to enter the password for it: fcucc2016, which then allows you to open the online
directory containing the latest contact information for church members and friends,
including photos of most.
The second is the church’s Facebook page. You do not have to be a member of Facebook to see what is posted there. At the bottom of each website page is the Facebook
icon
Click on it and it will take you directly to First Congregational’s page. Thanks
to Stephanie Lowder, John Parris, and Sammye Whitney, you will be able to stay up-todate with photos and postings about church events and activities.
A great deal of effort goes into these online resources that put our church on the
“map.” Please show your support by visiting the website and “friending” the Facebook
page and when there, be sure to “Comment”, “Like”, and “Share” what you see and
read!
And if you need help in the beginning, do not hesitate to ask Nancy Keswani or Linda
Welch.
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
Birthdays - September 2017

25: Al Diaz

1: Alice Pfirrmann

26: Mildred Gardner

1: Heather Fitzwilliam

28: Jan Bullard

3: Victoria Tatum

29: Clare Willey

4: Ann Allen
4: Rebecca Weidler

Anniversaries - September 2017

4: Paul Westin

11: Hilliard Staton & Suzie Edell

6: Ingrid Perry

15: Tom & Joanne Kimmell

9: Yvonne Kyker

21: Phil & Estelle Taylor

9: Gayle Hammett
9: Andrew Weidler

Join Our Choir

13: Betsey Parker

JOIN THE CHOIR! Rehearsals for
our new choir year begin Thursday,
September 7, at 3:30 p.m. Now is a
great time to join our choir as we
begin a new choir year. For more
information please contact Mark
Acker at markackerhendersonville@gmail.com or 615-430-3506.

13: Nancy Pew
14: Dona Tyler
15: Nolleen Kelly

16: Jackie Green
16: Joanne Kimmell
18: Joel Matthews
19: Cathy Sadler
23: Mandy Henderly

Continued
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August 6: 125

September Lectionary

13: 136

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 3
Ex 3:1-15 • Ps 105:1-6,23-26, 45b OR
Jer 15:15-21 • Ps 26:1-8
Rom 12:9-21
Matt 16:21-28
Spirit-led Living
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 10
Ex 12:1-14 • Ps 149 OR
Ezek 33:7-11 • Ps 119:33-40
Rom 13:8-14
Matt 18:15-20
Remember, Restore, Renew
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 17
Ex 14:19-31 • Ps 114 OR Ex 15:1b-11,
20-21 OR
Gen 50:15-21 • Ps 103:(1-7), 8-13
Rom 14:1-12
Matt 18:21-35
Road to Freedom
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 24
Ex 16:2-15 • Ps 105:1-6, 37-45 OR
Jon 3:10-4:11 • Ps 145:1-8
Phil 1:21-30
Matt 20:1-6
Tensions in the Wilderness

20: 125
27: 135
Average Weekly Attendance:

130

The Congregational Chronicle
is published monthly,
except for December/January issue,
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Next Chronicle deadline is October 20.
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