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Moderator ‘s View
As Thanksgiving recedes in our rear-view mirrors and we look forward to Christmas and the New Year, I find myself reflecting on the events of 2017 and wondering
what challenges and surprises 2018 may bring. For those who like reflecting annually
about the recent past, this has been a typically interesting year. No need to recap the
most troubling events on the national and international stage--- they probably haven’t
faded from memory and might be too unpleasant to review anyway---just the usual
kinds of bombings, shootings, and catastrophic weather events, sorry to say, and some
unusual behavior emanating from Washington, which might be entertaining if it weren’t
so potentially catastrophic. Let’s reflect instead on what’s been happening locally, especially here in our First Congregational Church community, where life usually seems
saner and kinder than in the world outside. Maybe that’s why we like it so much.
There’s certainly much to celebrate about 2017 at First Congregational. We’ve
nearly finished building an impressive labyrinth adjacent to the Memorial Garden that
should add another dimension to our “campus” and our spiritual lives. We’ve raised
over $50,000 to renovate our organ, with that renovation already well underway. Our
Missions outreach and Social Justice groups continue working to help the lives of those
less fortunate in our local community and contributing to disaster relief throughout the
US, including in Puerto Rico. We’ve recently fulfilled our $10,000 pledge to help the
Interfaith Assistance Ministry complete their new building. And members of our congregation raised over $20,000 this year for the Henderson County Hunger Coalition,
more than any other congregation in Henderson County for the third consecutive
year. Our choir continues to grow, in size and ability, adding much joy to
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our worship service. Our average Sunday attendance has grown more than 10% this
year, and Fellowship Suppers have been well attended, often drawing over sixty members, while over seventy people came to Fellowship Hall for the Thanksgiving dinner
and celebration. We’ve also welcomed thirty-eight new members to our congregation,
with a several more expected to join in December. Of course, sadly, we’ve also lost
some members during the year as well, three to death and at least ten to moving away,
all of whom we miss already, and who will remain in our hearts and memories.
Among all of the noteworthy events we’ve experienced in 2017, probably the most
momentous has been the announcement by our pastor, Richard, of his intention to retire next spring after ten years of leading our church. His will certainly be large shoes
to fill. But, characteristically of our congregation, we have already “rolled up our
sleeves” and begun the important work of planning our transition and polling our entire membership to ascertain as accurately as possible our collective vision for the future of First Congregational, which we fully expect to continue to be energetic and
bright. Sub-committees of our Transition Team have already begun reviewing our bylaws and personnel policies to propose any recommended revisions, and we expect
our Search Committee to be named by mid-December and to begin advertising our
search and seeking applications in January. Thus, as we approach the end of the year
and look back at the events of 2017, we give thanks for our good fortune and look forward to a new year of continued excitement, energetic activity, growth and renewal.
With best wishes to all for a joyous Christmas and a healthy and happy 2018.
Roger Smith, Moderator

CHURCH COUNCIL and FACILITATORS
Please email your Annual Reports
to the church office no later than
Friday, January 5.

Annual Congregational Meeting
on Jan. 28, 2018
Our annual Congregational Meeting will be on Sunday, Jan. 28 right after the service in Fellowship Hall. The agenda, as of this point, will be the election of officers
and approval of the 2018 final budget. Please put this important meeting on your
calendar.
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Heard re: the Emergency Plan that eleven volunteers, who will have heart stickers
on their name tags, have been trained in CPR and use of the AED which will be
stored in a metal case next to the bookcase near the reception desk. A master list
of members with DNR orders will be kept in a safe, private place known to the
volunteers.
Heard that the Labyrinth is nearing completion. Milton created the form for a centerpiece, which Catherine Fairbanks is painting with Nancy Irving’s help. Landscaping will be necessary as well as an approach path and connection to the Memorial
Garden. Physical Resources continues to help with those items.
Heard that 65% of the organ pipes are out for repair. All seems to be going as
planned and is on schedule for an early Spring 2018 completion.
Heard that the Stewardship Campaign is proceeding smoothly with many returned
pledge cards including the desired testimonials about “Why I Love this Church”,
many of which may be collated into booklet form.” Dedication Sunday scheduled
for November 12th.
Heard that the two prayer chaplains per service in the weeks since their commissioning have had congregants requesting prayers. Nolleen Kelly and the Forum will
be providing grief-handling training in coming days.
Council approved a request from the Compassionate Action Group for a maximum
of $100 to co-sponsor with the Mom’s Demand Action gun violence group a showing of “Newtown,” a film documentary, at the Flat Rock Cinema on December 11.
The Transition Leadership Team is meeting each Tuesday and will be sending regular updates using Constant Contact. Romella will be mailing or delivering hard copies of those to members without e-mail. Transition Chair Mark Fagerlin will give an
update Sunday the 12th with the Vision Statement and instruction on how to complete the Congregational Assessment Tool, which will be e-mailed on November
13th.
Ron reported that regular finances are in great shape. He and the Finance Ministry
will be revising the Preliminary Budget to include the significant expenses for the
transition. Fe Avis has advised that the all-inclusive figure could be an additional
Continued bottom of page 7
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Fellowship Supper
Tuesday, January 16
5:30 pm
(NO SUPPER IN DECEMBER)

Join us for our monthly Fellowship Supper on Tuesday, January 16, 2018. After a potluck supper, David “Sotar” Hoffman will present a program in which he invites the audience to sing along to joyful songs accompanied by guitar. David, or Sotar, is a heartcentered song, dance, and meditation leader with a background in counseling, special
education, wellness consulting, Reiki healing, and yoga. His singing has been praised by
many:
“Sotar has an infectious joy and ease of manner that makes everyone feel safe and
comfortable to sing and explore their voices.” — Susan Elizabeth Hale, author of
Sacred Space—Sacred Sound: The Acoustic Mysteries of Holy Places
“Singing with Sotar is a beautiful mixture of spiritual practice and playfulness.” —
Lois Eure
“Sotar's playful, but soul touching style, helps all in his presence to open their
hearts.” — Tim Keim
The social hour starts at 5:30 and the dinner at 6:00. Bring a dish to share and your
own plate and utensils and a cup for coffee or tea. If possible, also bring a nonperishable food item to donate to the Interfaith Assistance Ministry.
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Dream Group
The final training session for those who
have registered in the
Jungian Dream
Group will be in the
library, Friday Dec. 8, 1:30-3 PM. We will
share about our readings and work with a
Dream. Subsequent meetings with the old
and new members will be the first and
third Fridays at 1:30 in the Parlor. Please
bring your packets and journals to all
meetings.
For more information, contact Jean Glasgow-Hawkins: jeanhawk880@gmail.com.

Prayer Shawl
Ministry
Meets the first Tuesday
of the month at 10:00
am in the Parlor.
Grab some yarn and
your needles and join
us!

FCUCC BOOK GROUP

The Writers’ Roundtable
The Writers’ Roundtable will meet
on Thursday, December 28 and
Thursday, January 25, at 11:30 AM, in
the Church Parlor. All writers
(poetry, fiction, drama, non-fiction)
are welcome. Listeners are also welcome. Writers are encouraged to
bring multiple copies of their
writing to distribute to help
facilitate discussion. Queries?
Contact Rand Bishop. We
would love to see you on
there!

The FCCUCC Book Group will
not meet in December. We will
begin 2018 with the selection
"Our Man In Havana" by Graham
Greene. This classic was first
published in 1959; it is an espionage thriller, a penetrating character study, and a political satire
that still resonates today.
We will meet on January 09 at
2:00 in the church library. The
discussion will be led by Carolyn
Schmalz. All are welcomed!
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Church Members Prepared to Help in Case of a Medical Emergency
Melissa Melum and Sammye Whitney have organized an initiative to increase our
readiness to help each other out in case of a medical emergency. This has included:
• Obtaining posters on handling choking emergencies which are now posted in the
kitchen, Fellowship Hall and nursery
• Organizing a First Aid and CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation) training program
for church members. This was an American Heart Association course which
was arranged through the Health Sciences and Emergency Services Department
of Blue Ridge Community College, and it took place on November 2.
The following people participated in the training:
Larry Anderson, Adrienne Brown, Ben Coonrod, Laura Jump,
Nancy Keswani, Judith Nourse, Kevin and Joyce Tierney,
Ron and Claudia Schopper. Melissa Melum is also AHA certified through
her employer. Look for the heart decals on these church members’ name
badges!
• Obtaining an AED (automatic external defibrillator) to be used in case of a cardiac emergency. Training on the use of this device is part of the CPR training. It
will be located in a white cabinet hanging at the reception desk, and there will be
a bag with supplies located nearby. It is very important that those materials remain in place so they can be accessed easily if needed.

Congratulations to these church members for taking this training so that we can be
better prepared in case of an emergency. Remember that calling 911 is a vital first
step but notifying one of these CPR-certified persons to provide emergency
care until paramedics arrive can make a big difference in the outcome.
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Compassionate Action Group
Upcoming Programs

Reducing gun violence is a priority issue for the Compassionate Action
Group. To observe the 5th year since the Newtown shooting the local
Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense group (which Bob Miles co-leads)
will screen the film, Newtown, on Monday, Dec. 11th at 7 PM at the Flat
Rock Cinema and hold a vigil in front of the Old Courthouse Friday evening, Dec. 15th at 6:30. See the poster outside Fellowship Hall for ticketing
information for the film. There is no charge, but need to keep track of
those planning to attend. See Bob Miles for more information.

Church Council Highlights

•
•

Continued from page 3

$100,000, but that will be further clarified before budget finalizing.
Heard that the Christmas Eve service time of 5 or 7pm will be finalized soon. The
acolyte process has been well-received.
Richard reported that Sunday, Nov. 12 would include a farewell to Jimmie and Roy
Harris. He’ll be selecting Advent candle-lighters. He added that we seem to be on
target for having fifty possible new members by year’s end. He thanked Dawn for
instituting and coordinating the acolyte process, and added that the more lay leadership does, the better the congregation functions.
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Focus on Forum
December 2017- January 2018
December 3 – MY LIFE IN MUSIC
Joel Helfand
Among other talented and able members of our church’s musical family, Joel Helfand
often performs brilliantly on the clarinet and saxophone. In this Forum presentation,
Joel will share with us highlights of his musical autobiography. Born in Chicago in 1940,
he experienced a sibling rivalry with older brother Marvin, the pride of the family. This
motivated Joel to play the clarinet even better than Marvin in the high school band.
Joel began his musical career at age 9 in the Chicago public schools; at age 13 he participated in his first band. He has played with leading musical celebrities like Doc Severinson and others he will tell us about. Joel will intersperse his words with instrumental
interludes. You won’t want to miss this inspiring musical biography!
December 10 - HOLIDAY DEPRESSION
Rebecca Sharp-Cassanego
Contrary to what is often portrayed in the media, holidays can be a time of difficulty
for many people. Estrangement from family, loss of a loved one, family conflicts and
holiday stress can all contribute to low moods or depression. This Forum concentrates
on the signs and symptoms of depression, current treatments, and ways to prevent and
manage stress through the holiday season.
Rebecca Sharp-Cassanego is the RN Team Lead for the Vaya Health Geriatric and
Adult Mental Health Specialty Team. Over the past 36 years, Rebecca has worked in
multiple settings, including mental health and substance abuse. She has a passion for education and especially working with older adults around mental health issues such as
dementia. Rebecca says that, “understanding the disease process, no matter the diagnosis, positively impacts the well-being of both the individual and their loved ones.”
December 17 – MOVEMENT AND MUSIC FOR HEALTH, RELAXATION AND
SPIRITUAL DEEPENING
David “Sotar” Hoffman
Song, chant, and movement offer wonderful and easily accessible pathways to shift our
inner landscape of thoughts and feelings, quiet the mind, tap into our joy, improve our
physical health and nurture a deeper connection with our true essence and others.
This offering will explore a wonderful world of user-friendly possibilities to hearts;
laugh and quietly relax. Don’t worry if you feel you can’t sing or are wheelchair bound.
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This program has been enjoyed by all ages, including those with Parkinson’s.
David “Sotar” Hoffman is a heart-centered song, dance and meditation leader with
a background in counseling, special education, wellness counseling, Reiki healing and
yoga.
December 24 – CHRISTMAS EVE - NO FORUM TODAY
December 31 - WORLD HEALING MEDITATION AND LETTER TO GOD
Romella Hart-O’Keefe
This Forum will have two parts. The first part will be a focus on our “interior world”
as we write a letter to God about how we’d like our life to flow in the Now for every
day in the coming year. We invite you to bring a self-addressed and stamped envelope
so that the church can mail you your New Year’s letter 12 months from now. Thus
you will be able to compare your stated goals with what you accomplished during
2018.
The second part will be an exterior focus, a World Healing meditation that we will
read together, joining millions of people around the world who traditionally pray this
healing meditation on the morning of the last day of the year, setting intentions of
peace, compassion and care of all the earth for Now and for the coming year. Please
join us for this special celebration.
Romella Hart-O’Keefe is Co-chair of Forum and has served as Assistant Moderator
this past year.
January 7 – WRITERS’ FORUM
Rand Bishop, Coordinator
This Sunday we’ll host the quarterly FCUCC Writers’ Forum. Writers –members of
the church or not – who would like to read from their work (any genre) are invited to
register in advance with Rand Bishop (697-0090 or randbishop33@gmail.com). All are
invited whether you wish to read or not. Come, support our creativity. P.S. The Writers group meets the fourth Thursday of every month in the Parlor at 11 am. Check
with Rand for details.
January 14 – METAPHORS AND MADNESS: Ways to talk about God and Jesus
Larry Anderson
Larry will continue his discussion of our feeble attempts to speak of Divine Ideas and
link these attempts to our past evolution through Ken Wilbur’s stages of development
from the pre-rational to the transpersonal stages of human growth. He will talk about
the contributions of modern theologian Karl Barth and “neo-orthodoxy” and Barth’s
clarifying remarks on the Epistle to the Romans.
Continued next page
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Focus on Forum continued

Dr. Anderson, a retired prison psychologist, formally was a minister. He plays the
guitar on our Communion Sundays, and often presents these Forums.
January 21 – INTERFAITH PRACTCES FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Joan McKinney
All religious traditions stress the importance of spiritual practices for growth and development. In this Forum, depending on time constraints, 4 to 6 different practices will
be introduced and demonstrated. They will include a Breathing and Meditation method
common to many traditions; a Judaic Cabala mystical practice; Christian contemplation;
an Islamic/Sufi ritual; and a practice from Tantric Buddhism. Joan will also assess
whether there is sufficient interest in possible follow-up sessions at our church to
delve deeper into some of these practices.
Joan has been involved for over 40 years in spiritual practices of various kinds from
all the major religions. Her teachers include Georgetown University Jesuits; Arthur
Young, founder of the first Institute of Consciousness in America; Claudio Naranjo
from Berkeley; Pir Vilayet, well-known American Sufi leader; and Sogyal Rimpoche, Tibetan Buddhist. She has also studied Yoga, Reiki, Est/Landmark Education and various
other healing techniques.
January 28 – DEATH THOUGHTS
Dr. Don Emon
Death is a subject that many people choose not to talk about. In Don’s role as President of the local chapter of Compassion and Choices and his recent recovery from
cancer surgery, he has been thinking and reading about death. He will present many
different ideas about death which he’s hoping will cause the audience to think more
about the subject and be better prepared for death. As an example, death is often given as the primary reason for religion in that religion may provide answers to many
questions associated with death. Time is planned for questions and comments.
Don has spoken at a number of Forums in the past several years. He has four college degrees, is a retired nuclear scientist. He has represented Compassion and Choices for many years in this community; he is also quite active in IAM. He loves to lecture
to varied audiences on many subjects.
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COME TO THE WELL
A Prayer Primer
Prayer can heal, change your life, and open you to divine guidance. You live more optimistically, trusting that your needs will be met. You feel more centered, peaceful,
wise, and loving. You are freed from dwelling on fearful or unhappy circumstances.
Your life expands in meaning and fulfillment. You realize that you are not alone, but
interconnected to a responsive universe and unseen spiritual presence. Prayer sustains hope, renews strength, and helps us feel loved and expectant of God’s goodness.
Jesus taught four types of prayer:
Conversational prayers of asking and authenticity
Uplifting prayers of gratitude, praise, love, and affirmation

Praying for and with others
Contemplative prayer (being present, surrendering, and entering the silence)
One approach to raising your consciousness for prayer suggests the following three
steps.
Relax: Begin by closing your eyes and taking a few deep breaths. While you focus on
your breathing, check your body for tension. As you breathe out, let your body relax.
When you feel relaxed…
Release: Say to yourself, “I am willing to release all condemnation I may be holding
against myself or others. I forgive myself for all past mistakes and present shortcomings. I forgive all others who may have harmed me. I let go of all fears, resentments,
and judgments. I release them to God.”
Realize: Now say, “I believe in a power greater than myself. I realize I can do little to
change myself or others. I now make a decision to let go and let God. I know God’s
will for us is only good.”
If you create this kind of relationship with God, you need never feel lonely or uncared for again.
Source: “Come Apart For Awhile” by Rev. Robert B. Ellsworth, Ph.D. and
Rev. Janet B. Ellsworth, M.S.
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Advent/Christmas Events at FCUCC
Advent is a special “season” of preparing for the birth of Jesus, in our world, in our
hearts, and in our church.
Symbols of Advent:
Each of the four Sundays of Advent has a theme: Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. Each
Sunday there will be a banner displayed reminding us of theme of the day. Additionally there will be an Advent Wreath in the front of the church with a candle to be lighted each Sunday and the center Christ Candle lighted on Christmas Eve. The Advent
Candle lighters this year are: Romella and Ed O’Keefe; Annie Fritschner, Ileana Ross,
Kelly McGillis; John and Jan Caldemeyer with son Johnson Huffman; Anne Ogburn and
sons, Jairo and Nicolas Aguilar. Richard Weidler will light the Christ Candle on
Christmas Eve.
Special Worship during Advent:
On December 13th at 7:00 pm there will be a “Quiet, Meditative Worship Service” which will be an “oasis” from the hustle and bustle of the secular season.
On Sunday, December 17th, our choir and guest instrumentalists will lead our
worship service by bringing us the Joy of Christmas through music!
On Sunday, December 24th we’ll have as part of our morning worship, A Christmas Pageant with many visiting grandchildren as the “stars.” Thanks to Maralee
McMillan who is the creative spirit behind the Pageant.

That evening at 5:00 we’ll have the traditional Service of Lessons and Carols.
Other Fun Advent Activities:
On December 19 at 4:00 pm Mark Acker will gather congregants in the Receptionist area to go and sing carols to many of our homebound members.
To add visual joy to our sanctuary, we’ll receive the gift of a Christmas Tree from
Mark Ray (in memory of his father, Ed) on December 1st and decorate it at 9:30 on
December 2nd. (That same day will be our Holiday Cookie Sale from 2:00-4:00!)
The sanctuary will be decorated with Poinsettias on December 14th.
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Christmas Fund
Offering
One of the five special Mission Offerings of
the United Church of Christ is the annual
Christmas Fund Offering (formerly Veterans
of the Cross). The proceeds from this offering have a direct and dramatic impact upon
the lives of clergy and lay employees, active
and retired, who serve the United Church
of Christ.
Our congregation’s gift to this annual appeal
helps provide the primary source of funding
for pension supplementation, health premium supplementation, Christmas checks to
low-income retirees and emergency grants
at times of crisis.
We may use Christmas Fund envelopes in
our boxes or the red envelopes in the narthex (or no envelope at all, just indicate on
your check “Christmas Fund”).
The offering will be received on Sunday,
December 24.
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Missions corner
By Robert Miles, Missions and Service Facilitator
As announced during a recent church service, all of the Mission funds set aside to
match charitable contributions from the congregation have been allocated and no additional matching fund contributions can be accepted this year. In addition, I am
pleased to report that the church has met its commitment of contributing $10,000
over the past three years to the IAM Capital Campaign after generous donations from
the congregation.
Funds available from Missions to match contributions were expended sooner than
usual this year because of a $1000 donation for hurricane relief earlier this year and
the funds reserved for the capital campaign. Missions will consider this interest from
the congregation when it decides early next year on the amount to set aside for
matching funds.
On behalf of Missions, I appreciate that the congregation accepted the change of
consulting the list of charitable organizations approved for matching fund donations.
Two organizations were added to the list after members of the congregation submitted brief reports. Requests to add other organizations will be accepted this month
and again at this time next year.
With the completion of matching funds, Missions has expended its budget of
$30,261, which includes donations of $24,230 to 40 different charities. By allocating
10% of the church budget to Missions and Service and contributing generously to other causes, such as the Hunger Walk, this church continues to fulfill its value of contributing to those who are less fortunate.
Those who serve on Missions and Service accept the responsibility of allocating
these church funds. Each year, we review agencies that received donations the previous year and are open to considering new local, national, and international agencies.
We welcome new members joining us next year. See me or any other Missions member, whose names will be posted on the Missions bulletin board, if you are interested.
Those who want to learn more also may come to the first meeting next year. We
normally meet on second Thursday of each month.
After three years as Missions facilitator, I am stepping aside and Nancy Keswani
will assume the role next year. I am sincerely grateful for the opportunity to serve
the church and meet monthly with the dedicated church members who give generously of their time.
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SHARE YOUR LOVE
You are invited to share your love this Christmastide by bringing gifts of
Teddy Bears for children and hats, scarves and gloves for all ages to the
church from now until December 17th. These gifts will be distributed to
children and adults in crisis and need.
Thanks. The Missions Group
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Birthdays - December 2017

Birthdays - January 2018

1: Mark Ray

1: Barbara Davenport

2: Ericka Fagerlin

2: Jayne Miller

2: Jim Luzadder

10: Emery Gill

3: Liz Brennan

11: Jo-Anne Esposito

4: Nicolas Aguilar

13: Beverly Ward

4: Kinsey Jenkins

16: Alan Schmalz

5: Laura Jump

16: Larry Anderson

7: Harris Dake

16: Mark Acker

7: Donna Gross

17. Roger Smith

15: Richard Tyler

17: Ellen Honea

19: Howard Carl

20. John Parris

21: Jimmie Harris

20: Diane Rhoades

21: Nancy Keswani

22: Pat Argue

25: Martha Hogenboom
27: Doreen Jenkins

Anniversaries - January 2018

Anniversaries - December 2017

22: Richard & Diana Brantley

28: Bob Miles & Diane Swift
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INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
With Winter fast approaching, we wanted to remind you of the steps we will
take to delay the opening of or the closing of the church office during the week,
or to cancel church services on the
weekend, in the case of hazardous
weather conditions.
On week days, we will follow the Henderson County schools. If schools in
Henderson County are delayed or
closed, the church office opening will be
delayed, or the office will be closed.
On the weekend - Sunday, in particular the Moderator will contact the Administrator if church services are to be cancelled. The Administrator will put a
message on the church phone stating the
decision, as well as notifying WLOS-TV.
If you have any uncertainty about whether the church is open or not, please call
the church at 692-8630 and listen for
the message or tune in to Channel 13 on
your television. Thank you!
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December Lectionary

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Lessons & Carols
December 24, 5:00 pm
Isa 62:6-12
Ps 97
Titus 3:4-7
Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20

First Sunday of Advent
December 3
Where Are You, God?
Isa 64:1-9
Ps 80:1-7, 17-19
1 Cor 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37
Candle: Ed & Romella O’Keefe

January Lectionary
First Sunday after Christmas
December 31
Long-awaited Gift
Isa 61:10-62:3
Ps 148
Gal 4:4-7
Luke 2:22-40

Second Sunday of Advent
December 10
Messengers of Hope
Isa 40:1-11
Ps 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Pet 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8
Candle: Annie Fritschner,
Kelly McGillis, and Ileana Ross

Epiphany
January 6
Isa 60:1-6
Ps 72:1-7, 10-14
Eph 3:1-12
Matt 2:1-12

Third Sunday of Advent
December 17
Shouts of Joy
Isa 61:1-4, 8-11
Ps 126 or Luke 1:47-55
1 Thess 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28
Candle: Jan & John Caldemeyer and
Johnson Huffman

First Sunday After Epiphany
January 7
Defining Moments
Gen 1:1-5
Ps 29
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 24
Birthing a Promise
2 Sam 7:1-11, 16
Luke 1:47-55 or Ps 89:1-4, 19-26
Rom 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38
Candle: Anne Ogburn, Jairo and
Nicolas Aguilar

Second Sunday after Epiphany
January 14
Known and Loved
1 Sam 3:1-10, (11-20)
Ps 139:1-6, 13-18
1 Cor 6:12-20
John 1:43-51

(cont’d next column)

(cont’d next column)
18

Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 21
Follow Me
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Ps 62:5-12
1 Cor 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20

November
5: 131
12: 168
19: 129

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

26: 123

January 28
Power to Do
Deut 18:15-20
Ps 111
I Cor 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28

Average Weekly Attendance:

138
Church Office Hours
Closed on Monday
Tues thru Fri 9-3:30

†††

The Congregational Chronicle
is published monthly,
except for the December/January issue,
by First Congregational Church
1735 Fifth Ave. West
Hendersonville NC 28739-4013

The church staff Richard, Linda, Mark,
Charles and Dora extend our warmest
Christmas greetings to you all.

Phone: 828.692.8630
Fax: 828.682.8658
E-mail: fccucc2@bellsouth.net
Website: fcchendersonville.org
Rev. Dr. E. Richard Weidler, Pastor

The church offices will be
closed from Christmas Day
until Tuesday, January 2.
Richard will work from home
and is available for pastoral
emergencies.

cell: 828-290-5553
Rev. David G. Kelly, Jr. , Pastor Emeritus
Mark Acker, Minister of Music
Linda Welch, Adminstrator
Charles & Dora Littleton, Custodians

Next Chronicle deadline:
Friday, January 19, 2018
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First Congregational UCC
1735 Fifth Avenue West
Hendersonville NC 28739-4013

An Open and Affirming Congregation
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