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Moderator’s View
What Is Love?
A while back, I came upon the Greek words for love. Unlike English – which doesn’t
differentiate among love of Jesus, child, spouse, or Big Mac – the Greek provides four
definitions:
Agape: Love of God
Eros: Love of sexual passion
Philia: Love of friend
Storge: Love between parents and children
For better or worse, I’m a product of my culture – the one that screams from the supermarket checkout magazines that the way to bliss is Eros. If I’m thin enough, curvy
enough, wear the right clothes, makeup, and perfume I can attract a desirable mate
(who needs to have a hairless chest, washboard abs, and amazingly blue eyes). I
searched for Eros my entire life, experienced it, and, sadly, watched it fade away. But I
learned something: Romantic love is not meant to be my peak experience.
So what is?
Jesus said, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
Continued on next page

and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like
unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”
Hmmm… no Eros here. Maybe Agape and Philia should guide my search for love. In
coming to First Congregational, I decided to give it a try.
If I am to love God, I must serve God. I must put God ahead of myself. I must believe
that God is always right, even when I disagree. I must accept God’s will for me, even
when it’s not what I want. I must rise to the challenges God sends to make me a better
person. I must let God love me exactly as I am, without judging myself. I must let God
forgive me.
Before I joined our Open and Affirming church, I didn’t understand, much less believe,
any of this. I was arrogant, self-absorbed… and miserable. Today, I can turn “my” life
over to God. The result has been a peace I have never known.
They say God works through people. I have come to know God through the people of
this church. Your acceptance has been humbling. You have given me opportunities to
be of service. You have comforted me during difficult times. You’ve stayed with me
when I’ve made mistakes, encouraging me to keep going. You have taught me compassion. You have become beloved friends.
With great gratitude and LOVE,
Nancy Keswani
Acting Moderator
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Church Council Highlights
April 11

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Our interim pastor, Mike Cleland, introduced himself to the team.
The March minutes were accepted.
Sammye Whitney representing Ministry to the Larger Community shared the new
template for Missions reporting, which ensures that donations are consistent with
our church’s core values.
Nancy Irving representing Ministry of Physical Resources said that the potholes in
the parking lot were being addressed.
John Parris representing Ministry of Worship indicated that Immigration Sunday is
being moved to the first week in June. Pat Argue is securing a speaker.
Jeannie Stewart and Ann Allen representing Ministry to Members and Friends announced that we have hired a new Sunday school teacher, Ginger Fisher.
Roger Woolsey and Ron Miller representing Ministry of Finance reported that the
church finances are sound and that we are close to budget at this point in the year.
Bob Miles has completed the Gun Violence Resolution and is beginning to use it
with church teams.
Roger Woolsey is working with Linda to update the church membership rosters.
Linda introduced our new Church Administrator, Sheryl Tellier.
The farewell reception for Linda will be held during coffee hour on April 22.
The new-member supper scheduled for April 24 is being postponed.
The “Why I Love Our Church” booklet, which was generated based on quotes
received from members during the Stewardship Campaign, has been designed.
Hard copies will be printed.
Council agreed to reduce the rent we charge MCC Sacred Heart from $800 to
$500 for the one-year contract beginning in June 2018.
Pastor Mike requested a Monday-Thursday work week. This motion was passed.
Claudia Schopper has agreed to pick up Fellowship Supper coordination through
the end of the calendar year.
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MUSIC EVENTS COMING UP AT
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
Thursday, May 3, 7:30 p.m.
WILD ASHEVILLE COMMUNITY CHORUS

Join us for a unique and joyful concert by this
amazing choir! $5-$10.
Saturday, MAY 5, 10 a.m.
TOM TRENNEY, Concert Organist
and Church Musician
WORKSHOP
Tom will present a workshop for singers, choir members, and for everyone who cares about music and
the church. This is Complimentary.
Sunday, MAY 6, 3:00 p.m.

ORGAN CONCERT BY TOM TRENNEY
Join us for an amazing afternoon of organ literature, a
silent movie accompaniment, and an improvisation
on a submitted theme. This is Complimentary.
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COMING JUNE 8-9
WALTER E. ASHLEY MEMORIAL LECTURE SERIES
presents
The Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III. Dr. Moss is part of a new generation of ministers committed to preaching a prophetic message of
love and justice, which he believes are inseparable companions
that form the foundation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As Senior
Pastor of Trinity United Church of Christ in Chicago, IL, Dr. Moss
has spent the last two decades practicing and preaching a theology
that unapologetically calls attention to the problems of mass incarceration, environmental injustice, and economic inequality.
With a unique gift to communicate across generations, Dr. Moss’ creative Biblebased messages have inspired young and old alike. His intergenerational preaching gift
has made Dr. Moss a popular speaker on college campuses and at conferences and
churches across the globe. He is highly influenced by the works of Zora Neale
Hurston, August Wilson, Howard Thurman, Jazz, and Hip-Hop music. The work and
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and the pastoral ministry of his father, Dr. Otis
Moss, Jr. of Cleveland, Ohio, have been primary mentors for his spiritual formation.
THE WEEKEND SCHEDULE
Friday, June 8, 7:00 PM
Blue Note Preaching for Tone Deaf Preachers
Saturday, June 9, 10:00 AM
When the Empire Strikes Back: Spiritual Practices for Preachers Caught
Between Empire and Rebellion
LUNCH, 12 noon
Saturday, June 9, 1:00 PM How to be a Homiletic DJ in a Pro-spiritual
and Anti-church World
RESERVATIONS
$25 for each lecture
$75 package includes three lectures plus Saturday lunch
Scholarship assistance available
Make reservations online: www.fcchendersonville.org
or pick up a brochure with reservation form at the church.
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Focus on Forum
May 2017

May 6- The Jesus Of Marcus Borg
Larry Anderson
Marcus Borg, who died in 2015, was an American New Testament scholar and theologian. A prolific author, he is among the most widely known and influential voices in
progressive Christianity. He was a Fellow of the Jesus Seminar and has visited our
church as a Distinguished Lecturer.
The Neolithic practice of animal and human sacrifice became the model among
some early Christians (not all) for God’s accepting Jesus’ sacrifice. Borg helps us see
what Jesus was really about.
Larry Anderson, former minister and retired psychologist, leads today’s Forum.
Larry is a very active church member and plays guitar on Communion Sundays.
May 13- Finding Common Ground & The Role Of Congregations In Reducing Gun
Violence
Robert Miles
After a brief summary of the toll of gun violence in this country, Bob will present proposals to reduce the number of gun deaths, proposals that respect the rights of gun
owners and urge congregations to see a moral imperative in being involved. Spearheaded by Bob Miles, First Congregational has approved a resolution on reducing gun
violence.
Robert Miles is a retired licensed counselor, member of First Congregational UCC,
and has been co-leader of the Hendersonville group of Moms Demand Action for Gun
Sense in America.
May 20 – Poetry Blooms Like An August Okra Patch
Martha O. Adams
Shy of poetry? Afraid you won’t “get it?” Relax. Within the pages of Martha O. Adams’ books, poetry naps in the quiet hut where cyclones sleep dreaming in color. Poetry blooms like an August okra patch, bringing sudden tears, the smile of familiarity, or
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quiet joy. She believes, in this day of dawning realization that the Earth will suffer only
so much before striking back, poetry, art and beauty may help save us with their wakeup call.
One of her contributions to this conversation is within her poetry which can cause
a reader to truly see small moments of truth or beauty often over- looked. Martha’s
presentation style is to lift poems beyond the pages of books and inject them directly
into your veins. She will feed your heart and vaccinate you against fearing the poetic
line. For other poets, expect to find some ideas for your own writing; for all, she
comes with hidden treasure.
Martha writes and gardens in Hendersonville, NC, where, along with her husband,
books, flowers & vegetables, words and friends, she grows. Convinced of the power of
poetry, she is available for programs and performance because one of her passions is
seeing poems born in the eyes of the listener, watching poems catch fire with audiences brought to the edge of a broader vision. Her books will be available for purchase.
May 27 – Giving And Receiving Love
Don Emon
Each of us has a language we best understand. When we want to communicate words
of love, we need to use the language that the other person best understands. Gary
Chapman has defined five love languages: Words of affirmation; Quality time; Receiving
gifts; Acts of service; and Physical touch. The definition and use of each one of these
will be presented with time for discussion.
Don Emon, a frequent Forum presenter, is very active in the community. A retired
nuclear scientist, he has Ph.D.’s in Nuclear Science and English. He has been President
of Compassion and Choices of the Western Carolinas for a number of years. Don has
over 10 years’ volunteer experience as an intake worker for IAM (Interfaith Assistance
Ministry).
The Forum, an informal adult education feature of our church, is held from 9:00 to 10:15 on
Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall (before the 10:30 service). All are welcome to attend.
Contact the coordinators, Romella or Ed O’Keefe, (edrookeefe@att.net) if you would like to
present a topic or recommend a speaker. Remember: all points of view are welcome…No
correct doctrine required!
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FCUCC Book Group
Love to read? Join us!
Our The FCUCC Book Group will meet on Tuesday, May 08, at 2:00 in the
church library to discuss "The Sympathizer" by Viet Thanh Nguyen. Winner of
the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence, Edgar
Award for Best First Novel, Best Book of the Year on more than twenty lists and
many more awards this book is a powerful, thought provoking work on the Vietnamese conflict from an Asian perspective.
The discussion will be led by Bob Miles. All are invited to join us.

The Writers’ Roundtable

Prayer Shawl

The Writers’ Roundtable will meet
on Thursday, May 24 at 11:30 AM,
in the Church Parlor. All writers
(poetry, fiction, drama, non-fiction)
are welcome. Listeners are also
welcome. Writers are encouraged
to bring multiple copies of their
writing to distribute to help facilitate discussion. Queries? Contact
Rand Bishop.

Ministry
Meets the first
Tuesday of the
month at 10:00 am
in the Parlor. Grab
some yarn and your
needles and join us!
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Fellowship Supper
Tuesday, May 15
5:30 pm
Since summer of 2017, a group has been visioning, planning and beginning to carry out
an initiative to enhance the landscaping at church with the mission to create for our
church a total environment celebrating the glory of God’s Creation and providing a
beautiful, welcoming, and inspiring spiritual setting. Called the Visioning Sacred
Grounds (VSG) Work Group, they report directly to the Ministry of Physical Resources. Their first area of focus is the area surrounding the labyrinth, including the
streamside area and the space between the choir room and labyrinth.
VSG Working Group members are Melissa Melum (project facilitator), Ben Coonrod
(a landscape architect), Maggie Monaghan, and Stephanie Lowder. Bal Goleman,
Nolleen Kelly, and Bob Miles have also been active participants.

The May 15 Fellowship Supper will explore the history of this group and their mission
and goals with the following program:
Project overview: history and mission (Melissa Melum)
The Natural Community of the Backyard Wildlife Sanctuary (Melissa Melum)
Creating Spiritual Space in the Landscape (Ben Coonrod)
Readings on Experiencing the Spiritual Connection with the Natural World (Bal
Goleman)

Visuals by Stephanie Lowder
So, come and be prepared to learn about the wonderful plans to enhance our Church
grounds. Social time begins at 5:30, followed by a pot luck supper at 6:00 and the
program at 6:45. Bring a dish to share plus your own place setting, including a plate,
utensils, and a cup for coffee or tea. As always, the Interfaith Assistance Ministry
(IAM) can benefit from donations of food.
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Dear First Congregational Church Family,
I can hardly believe my retirement is here! Words cannot express my gratitude
to this church for the experience of the last 5 years. However, I must try……
First, thank you for the awesome reception and the beautiful wood bowl given to
me last Sunday --- I felt embraced by each of you. And for your warmth and inclusiveness every day.
Thank you for letting me go…for being happy for me and encouraging me.

And, finally, thank you for allowing me to explore ways that I may fit into this
community in the future.
You will always be part of me.
Linda

CHANGES IN MARK ACKER’S POSITION
The times, they are a-changin’
These are indeed times of change for our congregation, with both Richard and Linda
retiring, and the arrival of Pastor Mike Cleland as our interim pastor and Sheryl Tellier
as our Administrator.
There is another change that might not be so evident. Mark Acker's role has expanded.
Beyond directing the choir, playing the organ for services, and preaching once each
month, Mark is now the coordinator of worship services. This means that Mark is responsible for selecting the liturgy and music, in coordination with Pastor Mike, in working with our Administrator in the bulletin production, and in coordinating other aspects of worship. In addition, Mark will now also be attending Church Council, Ashley
Lectures, Worship and other groups as needed.
These changes to Mark's ministry at our church were discussed and approved by Worship, Finance, and Church Council.
Mark has coordinated worship in his previous churches and is excited about working
with our pastor in creating meaningful worship experiences for everyone who comes
to First Congregational UCC. If you have any questions, concerns or suggestions regarding worship at our church, please contact Mark at mark@fcchendersonville.org.
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MUSINGS FROM PASTOR MIKE
I am so excited to be called as the Interim Pastor and called with all of you at First
Congregational UCC! You have already made me feel very welcome and very much
a part of the fellowship. I look forward to working, planning, and envisioning together as we move forward during the coming months.
I believe it is very important to encourage our church for the past and present work
completed and envisioning for future work to be done. I believe our church has accomplished much and continues to be passionate about key issues that impact our
world today. Actions should follow up prayers and words so that we can make a
difference in our community and the world.
As a settled pastor, I would often preach a “State of the Church” sermon in January.
This was developed from observation and engagement over the course of a year.
While it is too early for such an endeavor, there are areas that I will be challenging
us to focus on in the coming months. I will be leading the congregation through the
transition process that was begun with the consultation efforts and the development
of the church profile. I will work toward the goal of congregational preparation to
hand the baton to the upcoming settled pastoral leadership. I also hope to work
with the teams and committees to focus on interfaith and multi-racial engagement in
the Hendersonville community as well as larger immigration issues this year. I am
excited about the Ashley Lectures and the Labyrinth. I also hope to upgrade our
office in ways that make sense technologically. So much to do…I’d better get busy!
Blessings to all,
Pastor Mike

Hello All!
I am so very grateful to be a part of your church family. I am looking forward
to getting to know all of you and being of service to this special church.
Sheryl
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While part of Missions and Service Team’s responsibility is to research and evaluate
agencies as prospective recipients of our congregation’s donated funds, we also honor
our members’ passion for service to others. Both Meals on Wheels (www.coahc.org)
and Interfaith Assistance Ministry (www.iamhendersoncounty.org) have recently expressed urgent needs for volunteer drivers. Find details (and information about OTHER opportunities) on our bulletin board across the hall from Pastor Mike’s office. We
also hope to update the January 2017 Volunteer Directory soon.
On April 12, team members voted to allocate:
$600 to Four Seasons Hospice - www.fourseasonscfl.org /Annie Fritschner,
representative
$300 earmarked for Heart Songs; $300 for Music Therapy)
$500 to Hendersonville Free Clinics - www.thefreeclinics.org / Phil Taylor,
representative (designated for walk-in clinic)
$1,000 to Thrive - www.thrive4health.org /Nancy Keswani & Mark Fagerlin,
representatives (for general operating fund/sponsorship of annual Bids ‘n’
Blues benefit concert)

Thanks to FCUCC members’ generous pledges, we support the work of multiple agencies and organizations reflecting our church’s core values. You are invited to join the
team! Agencies serving our neighbors who face homelessness will be the focus of our
next meeting on Thursday, May 10 at 10 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.

12

Immigration Happenings - Definite & Possible
Definite: Saturday, May 19, 9-11 a.m. 3rd annual DREAM breakfast at St. James.
At the breakfast, savor a catered southwestern-style
breakfast, learn more than below about the DREAM
program, hear from DREAM recipients and enjoy
Las Soles de Mexico, a young girls' dance group. Tickets are $15 for adults, kids free
and on sale during coffee hour or at reception desk. Checks payable to Henderson
County Community Foundation with "Dream Scholarship" on memo line.
The Henderson County DREAM Scholarship which FCC and five other faith
communities fund, will support a local Henderson County undocumented youth who
has/will graduate from (private or public) high school in Henderson County and who
faces the mandate of out of state tuition costs (4 times in-state) at a public North Carolina college/university. The scholarship may also support someone who has demonstrated investment in our community by living or working in Henderson County for at
least two years and faces the mandate of out of state tuition costs at a public North
Carolina college/university. There are currently six recipients.

Possible: La Capilla Summer Program. To help prevent that summer learning
loss, we, St. James, and Holy Family hope to again be sponsoring the sixth annual La
Capilla de Santa Maria Summer Tutorial Program on Mondays and Wednesdays at La
Capilla from June 18-July 13. However, with the huge fear in the immigrant community, parents may be unwilling to drive students to and from the church in which case
there will be no program. Stay tuned.
Volunteer reading helpers/listeners are needed for the students, grades 1 -9 from
9:30-11:30. Class size is usually 3 or 4. You may sign up for as many sessions as you
want. From 12-2 the students study math and computers, if you like to help with
that. No knowledge of Spanish is required.
If you'd rather feed stomachs than minds, that's fine too. Because of five-star ratings
from past years, FCUCC will again be providing lunches for three Mondays of the program. You may choose to make sandwiches which can be delivered to the church and
then transferred to La Capilla. No additional training is needed for that.
Sign-up sheets will be on the bulletin board later this month for as few or as many
morning sessions and/or sandwiches as you wish. Any questions, ask Pat Argue,
891-4521or pkargue@gmail.com. Thanks for considering participation.
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
Birthdays - May 2018

Anniversaries - May 2018

1: Maryett Carl

6: Greg & Jen McKinley

2: Carolyn Schmalz

7: Bob & Dottie Koopman

5: Diane Swift

9: Matt & Mandy Henderly

6: Karel Bodamer

14:Robert & Susan Palmer

9: Zachary Cone

16:Al & Joan Diaz

22: Barb Kohan

18: Jon & Joan Nobling

26:Anne Cain

23: Gary & Judy Cyphers

28: Posy Jackson

24: Hank & Pamela Federlein

29: Sherry Haagenson

25: Raymond & Rachel Stone

31: David Kelly

IMPORTANT EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGES
As we transition to our new Interim Pastor and Administrator, we took the opportunity to assign more
consistent email addresses to each staff member.
Please begin using these immediately. Linda will receive
emails at the address below assigned to Sheryl. The old
email addresses will be phased out by the end of April.
•
•
•

Mark Acker: mark@fcchendersonville.org
Mike Cleland: mike@fcchendersonville.org
Sheryl Tellier: sheryl@fcchendersonville.org
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May Lectionary

April1:

Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 6
Acts 10:44-48
Ps 98
1 Jn 5:1-6
John 15:9-17
Friends Together
Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 13 (Mother’s Day)
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Ps 1
1 Jn 5:9-13
John 17:6-19
Guided in Prayer
Pentecost Sunday
May 20
Acts 2:1-21 or Ezek 37:1-14
Ps 104:24-34, 35b
Rom 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
Spirit for All

199 (Easter)

8: 141
15: 135
22:

124

Average Sunday Attendance:

150

The Congregational Chronicle
is published monthly,

except for December/January issue,
by First Congregational UCC
1735 Fifth Ave. West
Hendersonville NC 28739-4013
Phone: 828.692.8630
E-mail: fccinfo@hendersonville.org
Website: www.fcchendersonville.org
The Rev. Michael Cleland, Interim Pastor

Trinity Sunday
May 27
Isa 6:1-8
Ps 29
Rom 8:12-17
John 3:1-17
Mysterious Encounter

The Rev. David G. Kelly, Jr., Pastor
Emeritus
Mark Acker, Minister of Music
Sheryl Tellier, Administrator
Charles & Dora Littleton, Custodians

Next Chronicle deadline is May 25
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First Congregational UCC
1735 Fifth Avenue West
Hendersonville NC 28739-4013

An Open and Affirming Congregation
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