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Moderator’s View

The Perfect Storm

This morning, I decided to reacquaint myself with the results of the Congregational
Survey we participated in late last year as part of the transition process to a new
settled pastor.
For those of you who weren’t with us then, the church is working with a consulting
firm for guidance as we navigate the waters of searching for and transitioning to a
permanent pastor. To gather data that would help us in these efforts, the consultant
administered an online survey across our membership. The results of that survey were
consolidated into the report I’ve been perusing.
The transition process also called for the creation of two new teams: The Search Team
and the Transition Leadership Team. Because these groups are largely comprised of
folks who play other roles in the church, we now have more opportunities than ever
for each of us to contribute to the life and leadership of First Congregational.
This is where the Perfect Storm comes in.
One of the survey items was:
It could take a number of months to complete a pastoral transition. During that
time, I intend to be…
Twenty-five percent of you said, “more involved!”
Continued on next page

A second item was:
There are a number of additional responsibilities that may arise during the pastoral
transition. Please indicate your level of availability to help with additional
responsibilities as they arise.
Forty percent answered, “more involved!”
Your church needs you, and you are standing by to help!

FCUCC is incredibly active, with no shortage of outlets for your time and talent both
within and outside the church. To get more involved, just reach out to the Facilitator
of each Ministry.
Ministry of Financial Resources (Roger Woolsey)
Stewardship, Budgeting, Financial Oversight
Ministry to the Larger Community (Sammye Whitney)
Missions and Service, Publicity, Ashley Lecture Series, Compassionate Action,
Inclusivity/Immigration, Homelessness/Housing, Mental Health, Gun Violence/
Safety
Ministry to Members and Friends (Ann Allen & Jeannie Stewart)
Adult Forum, Sunday School, Library, Coffee Hour, Transportation, Fellowship
Supper, Receptionists, Prayer Shawl Ministry, Sound System, Congregational
Care (Connections)
Ministry of Physical Resources (Nancy Irving)
Kitchen, Building Décor and Maintenance, Landscaping, Vegetable Garden

Ministry of Worship (John Parris)
Ushers, Choir, Liturgists, Communion, Visitor Guides
During this time of transition, First Congregational needs each of us as never before.
Please prayerfully consider your participation in church activities. Everyone has a vital
contribution to make.
Nancy Keswani, Moderator
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MUSINGS FROM PASTOR MIKE
As we move into the Fall I want to accomplish at least two things (although there are
many more on my agenda!) The first is to affirm all those who serve so diligently every
week to make First Congregational the vibrant church that it is. As you have already
seen, I like to give occasional “shout outs” publicly to affirm not only those on standing
committees and teams, but also those who put in an extra effort to ensure physical plant
needs and administrative tasks are accomplished in a timely and excellent manner.
Piggy-backing on Nancy’s article for this month, notice how many positive responses
were given that indicated willingness for greater involvement. This is exciting! However, as I have said before, I am always mindful of those who may be tired with all of
the transition activities to say nothing of the big push when a settled pastor arrives.
In order to ensure our enthusiasm remains positive and healthy, I propose three goals
this fall:
1. Developing a good communication channel with all who serve so that I am aware of
concerns or tiredness early on. I am a permission-granting pastor and am happy to delegate days/weeks or even months off for R&R so that everyone is well-rested.
2. I am working with the Moderator to develop a Spiritual Gifts/Talent survey that most
of us can take (most are fairly short) which will identify those things that wake us up in
the morning with vim and vigor. The last thing we want to do is be part of a team, committee, or project that bores us. There are many good examples of passionate leaders
here at FCC who can serve as examples and mentors for us as well.
3. Onboarding new members to serve along with us for present and future ministries. If
you noticed a few weeks ago, our new-member biographies list many of our core values
and concerns. One way our church is growing is through community attraction. As people hear about FCC and want to get involved, let us welcome them with open arms!
I am excited to be serving and ministering along with all of you. I look forward to the
future because the Best is yet to Come!
Pastor Mike
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Update from the Transition Leadership Team
The Translation Leadership Team has been diligently working to update the guiding
documents of the church including the By-Laws, the Personnel Policy Manual and
creating a new document-the Human Relations Ministry Charter. More about the
Human Relations Ministry at a later time. These documents are nearing completion
and are brought before the council for validation or modification. Ultimately they
will be presented to the congregation for a vote.
Our activities are guided by Transition Minister, Mike Cleland. Many of you have
commented on what a welcome presence he is and what an impact he is having.
We, of the TLT thoroughly enjoy working with him.
And that brings me to the main message of this communication. A few members
have suggested to Pastor Mike or to members of the Search Team that we stop
looking for a permanent minister and offer the job to Pastor Mike. There are true
and good reasons why we cannot do that and I want to explain them. In the process of hiring Pastor Mike as our “Transition” or “Interim” Minister, we developed
a covenant based on guidelines provided by the Southern Conference Minister of
the UCC, Rev. Davis. That covenant includes a clause called the “Non-Candidacy
Agreement”. That clause reads: “The interim pastor agrees to the following covenant: ‘Under no circumstances will I allow my name to be considered as a possible candidate for the settled position.’ Likewise the church agrees that the interim pastor will
not be considered as a possible candidate for the settled position.”
Some ministers, Pastor Mike included, choose Interim Ministry as a specialized field
of ministry. They obtain additional training to work with congregations searching
for a permanent or “settled” minister. A normal search to find a new settled minister usually takes at least a year and sometimes longer. No church can function well
without a minister for that length of time. Hence the need for an Interim Minister.
And, if the interim ministers were also candidates for the settled position they
would have an advantage over the field of candidates who are looking for a settled
position. And that may reduce the number of applicants that the Search Team has
to consider.
Our church continues to function at a very high level and we celebrate the ministry
of Pastor Mike for as long as we have him. But we can’t keep him forever.
Mark Fagerlin
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The Walter E. Ashley Lecture Series is excited to introduce Dr. Tod Linafelt as
our latest esteemed lecturer. We hope you will join us
October 19-21, 2018 as we explore the Old
Testament (or Jewish Bible) as literature.
Narrative and Poetry in the Bible: Exploring the
Human Condition through Literary Forms.
What does it mean to be human? What is the nature
of the world in which we find ourselves? While the
Greeks and Romans developed a tradition of philosophical language to explore these sorts of existential
questions, ancient Israel did so through the literary forms of narrative and poetry.
These lectures will explore the nuanced literary artfulness of the Hebrew Bible (or
Christian Old Testament), focusing on the distinctive workings of biblical narrative
and biblical poetry. By becoming better, more attentive readers of the bible-asliterature, not only can we derive more pleasure in our reading, but we can also
come to a greater understanding of its perspective on the human condition.

Lecture titles:
I. Biblical Narrative: Representing the Ambiguities of Human Existence.
II. Biblical Poetry: The Artful Expression of Passion.
III. Narrative and Poetry Working Together in the Book of Ruth.
Tod Linafelt is professor of biblical literature at Georgetown University in
Washington DC. He has also served as the Cardin Family Chair in the Humanities at
Loyola College in Baltimore (housed in the English Department) and as the Alexander
Robertson Fellow at the University of Glasgow. He is author or editor of nine
books, most recently An Introduction to the Old Testament (co-authored with
Walter Brueggemann; Westminster John Knox, 2012) and A Very Short Introduction
to the Hebrew Bible as Literature (Oxford, 2016). He has published some three
dozen scholarly articles and essays. Several of these have been reprinted or anthologized, including two chapters from his book Surviving Lamentations (Chicago, 2000)
in the annual reference work Poetry Criticism (vol. 44, 2003). His primary scholarly
interests revolve around the distinctive literary resources of biblical narrative and
poetry.
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Focus on Forum
September 2018

Sept.2 – No Forum Labor Day Weekend and Apple Festival
Sept. 9 – We’re born, we die - then what?
Sandy Westin and Panel
Is there really life after death? Should the belief in the afterlife portrayed in Christian
teachings be taken literally? This Forum will explore these questions from the point of
view of other faiths as well as science, poets, and philosophers. We will hear from some
of our recent distinguished lecturers on the subject, including Bishop Spong and the late
Marcus J. Borg. We will also check in with those who have crossed the Great Divide
and returned to tell about it, as well as those earnestly sharing their experiences of past
lives and deaths under hypnosis. Our panel will share their own thoughts and beliefs,
and there will be time for questions and thoughts from the audience. Sandy Westin, an
occasional contributor to the Forum, will facilitate this Forum, joined by Pastor Mike
Cleland and retired ministers Larry Anderson and Ed O’Keefe.
Sept. 16 – Writers Forum
Rand Bishop
Four times a year the Forum hosts the writers’ group composed of church members
and community folks who meet monthly to share their writing. Members-or not who
would like to read from their work (any genre)-are invited to register with Rand Bishop
(697-0090 or randsemail@yahoo.com). Rand Bishop, a retired university professor of
English, coordinates our Writers’ Group and this quarterly Forum.
Sept. 23 – Using Evolutionary Psychology to Explain Religion
Don Emon
In the last 25 years there has been an increasing amount of research which uses scientific
tools to understand religion. One of these approaches uses evolutionary psychology,
which is based on the idea that things that help humans (and other animals) survive and
reproduce, help us understand why these things exist. One example is our inherent lack
of trust of people that do not look like us and helps explain why humans have a racial
bias. Don will share his ideas about how this science helps explain how religions developed and why religions exist. Don is active in the community and has made many Forum presentations.
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Sept. 30 – Congregational Suicide Awareness Training

Fe Anam Avis

NOTICE: THIS TRAINING SESSION IS DIFFERENT FROM A
REGULAR FORUM WHICH IS AN EXCHANGE OF IDEAS.
Suicide is the third leading killer of high school students and the 2nd leading killer of
young adults, but by far the highest suicides rates are among adults 45 to 64. With a
few basic skills, ordinary adults can be equipped for the extraordinary work of saving
lives. Faith communities are not immune to the impacts of suicidal desperation. This
class will equip participants with the tools to make our congregation safer for those
passing through a season of hopelessness and isolation. It’s a training not a discussion,
so come prepared to learn by doing.
Fe Anam Avis is a nationally known figure in suicide prevention work and has trained
thousands of people in suicide awareness and intervention skills. He is the creator of
Soul Shop ™, an international movement which trains clergy and other church leaders
and members to make ministry with those impacted by suicidal desperation a regular
aspect of their life. The goal is to reach 20,000 congregations by 2020. Fe lives in
Hendersonville, www.soulshopmovement.org.
The Forum, an informal adult education feature of our church, is held from 9:00 to 10:15 on
Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall (before the 10:30 service). All are welcome to attend.
Contact the coordinators, Romella or Ed O’Keefe, (edrookeefe@att.net) if you would like to
present a topic or recommend a speaker. Remember: all points of view are welcome…No
correct doctrine required!
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Fellowship Supper
Tuesday, September 18
5:30 pm

We have a special event to celebrate. This month marks 41 years that Charles Littleton has been custodian and caretaker of our church building and grounds! Dora
joined him in 1994. They have delightful memories and stories they have agreed to
share with us after supper, along with a slide show Stephanie Lowder is creating.
We’ll also see a few of their personal photos from their wedding, which David Kelly
performed, and the little house Charles lived in on the site of our current garden.
The format will be a casual sharing of memories with Bev Ward, who was music director and administrator during Charles' earlier years and David Kelly, who was pastor during some of his years. We will have a list of questions for them, and will include any that members submit to Judith Nourse, coordinator, well before the supper.
Charles and Dora will be retiring on December 31. So bring a special dish to make
this a lovely dinner to honor them. If you would like to contribute to a gift of appreciation for them, please make your check payable to the church, with “Littleton
Gift” on the memo line. We will have a big thank you card in a colored file folder at
the reception desk marked “September Supper” for members to sign, or feel free to
bring your own card or anything to let them know how very special they are, and
how blessed we are to have had their loving care for so long.
Social Hour begins at 5:30 with supper at 6:00 and the program beginning at
6:45. Besies a dish to share, bring your utensils, plate, and mug for coffee or tea.
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WHERE DO OUR HUNGER WALK DOLLARS GO
"Hunger is the problem… not the hungry."
In 2017, the Henderson County Hunger Coalition was able to
award $82,900 in grants to ten major food pantry operations
in Henderson County. Here are just a few examples of how
your sponsorship dollars have helped assure no one need go hungry on our
watch.
The Salvation Army is able to add significant protein-rich food items to the
emergency food boxes they provide on a regular basis.
Western Carolina Community Action's Garden program (home-grown
produce support) and Under 60 Liquid Nutrition program are 100%
funded by their Coalition grant.
The food purchased for preparation by the Hendersonville Rescue Mission's
Feeding Program was 100% funded by their Coalition grant.
The Council on Aging's grant resulted in 1,000+ additional meals-on-wheels
delivered this past year.
The Coalition's grant has provided more than 40% of the purchased food
costs for IAM this past year.
With the help of their Hunger Coalition grant, The Storehouse was able to
handle a significant increase in younger clients and grandparents-withchildren in need of emergency food.
The Fishes & Loaves Food Pantry's Summer Lunch Box program for school
age children, initiated in 2016, was 100% funded this year through the
Coalition's grant.
The need is great and continues. The Coalition is praying for your support in
this struggle with hunger. We need to make a difference, and we will!
Watch for further announcements about the Hunger Walk next month and in
the church bulletins. Questions? Contact ericka_fagerlin@yahoo.com.
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Many thanks from your Missions and Service team to everyone who donated school
supplies and/or volunteered at the August 25 “Back To School Fest” at Sullivan Park!
We’re proud to have supported the event, and we hope pupils, parents, and school
personnel enjoy their most successful year ever!
At the August 9 meeting, we voted to allocate:
$400 to Southern Poverty Law Center - general operating fund www.splcenter.org
(Ed Argue, liaison)
$1,250 to Children and Family Resource Center www.childrenandfamily.org
$1,000 - for Bronze-level sponsorship of November 3 Harvest Dinner fundraiser;
$250 for Adolescent Parenting Program (Pat Argue, liaison)
$500 to Boys’ and Girls’ Club - general operating fund https://bgchendersonco.org
(Sheila Clendenning, liaison)
$1,250 for Dream Scholarship administered through Henderson County
Community Foundation (Ed and Pat Argue, liaisons)
$1,000 to UCC Natural Disaster Ministries fund
Have you “met” our 2018 Boys’ and Girls’ Club scholarship recipient, Kelvin Massawe?
Look for his photo along with brief biographical notes on our hallway bulletin board.
Next meeting: Thursday, September 13, 10 a.m. We continue to seek representatives to agencies with which we have existing relationships, such as Feed The Kids. We
also welcome suggestions about other ways we can serve our neighbors.
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The FCUCC Book Club will meet in the church library at 2 o’clock on Tuesday, September 11th. the book selected for discussion is “Remains of the Day”, a 1989 novel by
the Nobel Prize winning author Kazuo Isiguro. A brilliant and deeply moving novel, it is
a beguiling comedy of manners that evolves into a profound study of personality, class
and culture. Beverly Snyder will lead the book discussion. All are invited to this interesting hour.

GARDEN HARVEST
pictured left to right: Nick Pence, Carolyn Wilson, Milton Stewart, Jon Nobling
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PRAYER BOXES
There are two prayer boxes in the
church available for your silent written
prayer. One box is located in the
church narthex. The second box is
located at the reception desk. (Next to
the boxes are blank 3x5 prayer cards for
you to write your prayer request before
placing it in the slot on the side of the
box.) Your prayer along with all the
other prayers in the prayer boxes will be
silently blessed during the “Prayers of the People” blessing. The Prayer Chaplains will
also pray for you during their monthly meeting before releasing your prayer to God
with a ceremonial blessing.
CALL A CHAPLAIN FOR PRAYER
You will find cards in the pew rack listing Prayer Chaplains who are available to pray
with you by telephone during the week. These cards are also located in the church
narthex and at the reception desk. Please feel free to take one.

Prayer Shawl
Ministry
We meet the first Tuesday of the month at
10:00 am in the Parlor.
Grab some yarn and
your needles and join us!
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COME TO THE WELL

“Be happy. Be healthy. Long life.” These words, taken from
the musical, “Fiddler on the Roof”, summarize what the Jewish
people said to each other in Anatevka, Russia when they
toasted over drinks during the 1800’s. It is also what many
folks aspire to today not only in Russia but throughout the
world.
Happiness, good health, and longevity are not, as we are well aware, everyone’s path.
Wars, hunger, diseases, droughts, accidents, crime, addictions, etc. sadly destroy many
lives causing much pain to the victims plus those left behind. At this point do you see
anything mentioned that could use some prayer?
The song goes on to say, “And if our good fortune never comes, here’s to whatever
comes…” Now I would venture to say that the majority of us, if not all, have had
many moments of happiness and robust health in our years of living. That’s the good
news. The less than good news is that things can change unexpectedly. For example,
my husband and I recently lunched with a former pastor and his wife while in
Pennsylvania. Adopted at birth into a wealthy family, this dear friend has had
numerous setbacks such as losing his hearing while in Vietnam, coming home from
Vietnam with PTSD, separation forever from his adoptive family because he followed
his spiritual destiny, early onset dementia, and most recently, his eldest son’s MS and
fourth stage digestive cancer diagnosis.
Obviously all these issues affect him and his wife and children. BUT…and here’s the
but: This family has made choices to pray, to seek the Divine because they believe
prayer works. They have chosen to be happy, to live as healthy as possible, and to
accept with grace whatever comes so they can live well the time allotted to them.
At First Congregational we have a trained team of Prayer Chaplains who are ready,
willing, and able to serve your needs. You may have similar circumstances as above or
not. Your needs are unique to you. The invitation is to ask for prayer from our
chaplains, to bring your requests into the Light and allow yourself the peace that
comes from accepting whatever comes down the road.
Carole Turano-Prayer Chaplain
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IMMIGRATION/ COMPASSIONATE ACTION NOTES
Bilingual Eucharist - Wed. Sept 5 @ 6 @ St.Paul AME
Zion On 6th Ave. W. FCC ers should bring a main
dish for potluck following service. In partnership with
St. James, Holy Family, and La Capilla.
Hola Fiesta, Sunday, Sept 23 from 12-8 On Main
Street. Colorful, vibrant family fun with great entertainment and food. Free.

Communion - What It Means To Us
At a recent meeting, Ministry of Worship members had a substantive discussion about
communion. Each person told what communion meant to them, and we shared the many
different ways we have experienced the communion ritual.
We expanded the discussion to what communion is about here at First Congregational. Given the varied backgrounds and spiritual range of our members, we talked about exploring ways that communion might be made more meaningful.
We think this can be an exciting exchange among all the members of FCUCC. We would
like to hear from you – what communion means to you and if you have ideas about looking at other options for taking communion. If you would like to share your views and ideas, please send an email to MOW Facilitator John Parris, (jdparris7@gmail.com), or Clerk
Dawn Kucera (dawnkucera@mac.com.)
If you don’t have email, please jot down your ideas and give them to John or Dawn.
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Putting Our WISE Commitment into Action:
Suicide Awareness Training on Sept. 30th
The Mental Health Work Group invites and encourages you to attend the Forum on
September 30th that will offer congregational suicide awareness training. Fe Avis, who
guided our preparation for the pastor transition, will share with us very useful information and tools for helping ourselves and others who may be facing hopelessness,
isolation, and desperation that could be life threatening. Fe is nationally respected for
his suicide prevention work, especially with church congregations. (Please see the full
description in the accompanying article about upcoming Forums.)
As a WISE (Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive and Engaged) congregation, our church is
committed to assisting those with mental health challenges and fighting the stigma that
suppresses our talking about difficult issues. Suicide, whether fueled by diagnosed
depression or common desperation, is one of those issues that needs our
compassionate understanding. This empowering training will allow us to better support
those facing this problem at our church and among our families and friends. Please join
Fe and us on September 30th for this important Forum awareness training.
Gary Cyphers, Mental Health Work Group
BOOKS FOR GOOD
Books for Good is a 501c3 nonprofit that sells books, CDs and DVDs on behalf of any
IRS-recognized charity selected by the donor. All proceeds, after operating expenses
and applicable sales taxes, goes to the designated charity since Books for Good has no
paid employees. The facility in Fletcher, that houses Books for Good, is very easy to
find and there you will see over 50,000 gently used books - fiction and nonfiction, hardback and paperback for adults and children. Most of the mass-market paperbacks and
children's books are priced at $.50 or less.
There is a collection box in the reception area of our church. Books, in good condition, CDs and DVDs can be deposited there. Please do not bring Reader's Digest Condensed Books, VHR tapes, Encyclopedias, Religious Books or magazines. Since April
2015 until now, the books our members have donated has generated over $2800.00 for
our church. That money is used for Needs of the Church.
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In August I observed my 90th birthday and received so many beautiful cards from my
church family. Thank you all, and especially the choir, for all the expressions of love
and good wishes. I appreciate it all so very much and love you back now and always.

Lester Vier
7th Annual Holiday Cookie Sale
On September 17, 2018 at 10:00 A.M. there will be a
meeting in the Church Library to plan the 7th Annual
Holiday Cookie Sale. This year the sale will be held on
December 8th. If you would like to join this committee
and work toward making this sale a success, please plan
to attend this first meeting. Contact Claudia Schopper
(rcschopper85@gmail.com) with questions.

Join the Choir! Our choir begins a new year in September, and you are invited to
join us. Our choir is an incredible group with an important ministry. In the choir you
will experience friendship, the fun of singing great music, and a sense of purpose in being a part of the ministry of our church. The first rehearsal of the new year is Thursday, September 6, at 3:30 p.m. For more information, please contact Mark Acker
(mark@fcchendersonville or 615-430-3506).
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EVERYBODY BELONGS
Adult Forum (Ed O’Keefe)
Ashley Lecture Group (John Parris)
Bible Study (Barbara Rathbun)

Sunday 9:00 am
3rd Friday 2:00 pm
Wednesdays 5:00 pm

Fellowship Hall
Library
Parlor

Choir Rehearsal (Mark Acker)

Thursdays 3:30 pm

Choir room

Church Council (Nancy Keswani)

2nd Wednesday 10:00 am

Fellowship Hall

Compassionate Action Group
1st Wednesday 2:00 pm
(co-chairs Stephanie Lowder/Bal Goleman)

Fellowship Hall

FCUCC Book Group (Joanne Kimmell)

2nd Tuesday 2:00 pm

Library

Fellowship Supper (Claudia Schopper)

3rd Tuesday 5:30 pm

Fellowship Hall

Finance Ministry (Roger Woolsey)

2nd Tuesday 10:00 am

Library

Mental Health Group (Ken Whitney)

3rd Friday 9:00 am

Library

Missions Group (Claudia Schopper)

2nd Thursday 10:00 am

Fellowship Hall

Physical Resources Ministry (Nancy Irving)

3rd Wednesday 10:00 am

Library

Prayer Shawl-Maryett (hcarljr@bellsouth.net) 1st Tuesday 10:00 am
Spiritual Book Circle (Ed O’Keefe)

2nd & 4th Thursday 2:00 pm

Parlor
Library

Worship Ministry (John Parris)

1st Thursday 2:00 pm

Library

Writers Round Table (Rand Bishop)

4th Thursday 11:30 am

Parlor

Ministry to the Larger Community
(Sammye Whitney)

no regularly scheduled meetings

Ministry to Members and Friends
(Ann Allen & Jeannie Stewart)

no regularly scheduled meetings

Visioning Sacred Grounds (Melissa Melum)

no regularly scheduled meetings
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Birthdays - Setember 2018

Anniversaries - September 2018

1: Heather Fitzwilliam

1: Connie Knight

1: Alice Pfirrmann

& Richard Johnson

3: Victoria Tatum

11: Hilliard Staton &

4: Ann Allen

Suzie Edell

4: Rebecca Weidler
4: Paul Westin

9: Glenn & Donna Gross

6: Ingrid Perry

15: Tom & Joanne Kimmell

9: Gayle Hammett

21: Philip & EstelleTaylor

9: Yvonne Kyker

30: Ben & Joanna Coonrod

13: Betsey Parker
13: Nancy Pew
14: Dona Tyler
15: Nolleen Kelly
16: Jacqueline Green
16: Joanne Kimmell
18: Joel Matthews
19: Cathy Sadler
22: Powell Cotter

23: Mandy Henderly
23: Alyce Sanderes Poe
25: Alfred Diaz
26: Mildred Gardner
28: Janice Bullard
29: Virginia Clare Willey
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September Lectionary
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 2
Song of Sol 2:8-13 • Ps 45:1-2, 6-9 or
Deut 4:1-2, 6-9 • Ps 15
James 1:17-27
Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
Be Love
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 9
Prov 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 • Ps 125 or

August 5: 164
August 12: 134
August 19: 136
August 26: 150
Average Sunday Attendance: 146

Isa 35:4-7a • Ps 146
James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17
Mk: 7:24-37
Be Opened
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 16
Prov 1:20-33 • Ps 19

The Congregational Chronicle
is published monthly,
except for December/January issue,

Isa 50:4-91a • Ps 116:1-9 or Wis of Sol 7:26-8:1
James 3:1-12
Mk: 8:27-38
Who Are You, Jesus?
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 23
Prov 31:10-31 • Ps 1 or
Wis. of Sol 1:16-21,12-22 or Jer11:18-20 • Ps 54
James 3:13-4:3,7-8a
Mk 9:30-37
First in Caring
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 30
Est 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 • Ps 124 or
Num 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 • Ps 19:7-14
James 5:13-20
Mk 9:38-50
Courage for Community

by First Congregational UCC
1735 Fifth Ave. West
Hendersonville NC 28739-4013
Phone: 828.692.8630
E-mail: fccinfo@hendersonville.org
Website: www.fcchendersonville.org
Rev. Michael Cleland, Transition Pastor
(mike@fcchendersonville.org)
Mark Acker, Minister of Music m
(mark@fcchendersonville.org)
Sheryl Tellier, Administrator
(sheryl@fcchendersonville.org)
Charles & Dora Littleton, Custodians
Rev. David G. Kelly, Jr., Pastor Emeritus

Next Chronicle deadline is September 21
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First Congregational UCC
1735 Fifth Avenue West
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An Open and Affirming Congregation
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