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Moderator’s View
On Leadership
I really enjoy writing, so doing these Moderator Columns is a treat. But I recently
found an article online that was so compelling I’m reproducing it here for this month’s
installment. While I initially tracked the piece down as a devotional for last month’s
Council meeting, I think it has inspiration and guidance for us all as we seek to serve
the church.
Was Jesus Christ a great leader?
Putting religious and spiritual beliefs aside, no one in history has been discussed more,
worshipped more, had more songs and books written about and inspired more
artwork. He also created one of the world's most sustained organizations (the church).
So, Jesus was certainly a leader from whom lessons can be learned and applied in
today's world. Here are four timeless, powerful leadership lessons.

Great leaders lead from the inside out. Jesus focused on personal leadership first
– matters of character. At the core of these matters of character is integrity. Without
integrity, no one will follow you, and if no one is following you, you are not leading.
Leadership is truly an inside job. Your leadership skills will only take you as far as your
character will allow. Jesus had a pure heart and unfailing character. The more you work
on your heart and your character, the more others will want to follow you.

Continued on next page

...Moderators View continued

Great leaders are great storytellers. Jesus’s stories have certainly withstood the
test of time. His preferred storytelling style was the parable. Stories are richer, more
powerful and longer-lasting than directives or instructions. Look at your own life for
stories that have relevant messages for your team... we all have them. Turn your
stories into coaching tools for future leaders to build your leadership legacy.
Great leaders are great servants. Jesus washed the feet of his disciples even during
his most trying time. Great leaders today see themselves as serving their teams –
equipping, encouraging and coaching them to realize their potential. Leadership is
about others, not you.
Great leaders balance conviction with compassion. Jesus held strong
convictions and values while still showing tremendous compassion to others who did
not share these same convictions. Likewise, today's great leaders are clear about their
values and expectations while being sensitive to the person behind the employee. This
balance engages people's hearts and minds, and it motivates them to give their best effort.

Written by Lee Colan, co-founder of The L Group, printed in Inc. Magazine,
January 20, 2016.
Nancy Keswani, Moderator
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MUSINGS FROM PASTOR MIKE
2 Corinthians 5:17-20

17

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything
has become new! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given
us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself,[d] not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20 So we
are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of
Christ, be reconciled to God.
There are at least two themes in this passage that resonate with me. First of all, the church
is to be about the business of reconciliation. As progressive Christians, we understand
this reconciliation is not simply an internal process, although it may be that. Rather, we are
called to reconcile our community and world into wholeness which means physical,
emotional, and spiritual. That is why we march for justice, why we walk for hunger and
Alzheimer’s, why we engage with ICE and immigration issues in our county, and it is why
we are concerned about those who are considering suicide. Reconciliation is what we are
all about–we have the “ministry of reconciliation.”
Secondly, we are ambassadors, making an appeal for God in the world. I understand
myself as an ambassador that leads and encourages all of us to be the same. With that
thought in mind, we are all called to minister for a season of time. Our calling is only
temporary whether church member, transition pastor, or settled pastor. None of us can
say we will be here forever or speak of First Congregational as “our church” as if we own
it. Rather our role is delegated leadership by the God who loves and oversees all.
Hence, we should take the long view regarding our future. Our roles as reconcilers and
ambassadors are defined by faithfulness as we cooperate with the spirit to transform lives.
The lives we touch today may have direct implications for individuals and families well into
the future, but let us all focus on the present moment as today we are ambassadors of
reconciliation to our community and world.
Pastor Mike
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Church Council Highlights
September, 2018



Nancy Keswani was officially voted in as Moderator.



Phil Taylor was officially voted in as Assistant Moderator.



Building Use Policies were completed.



Ron Miller presented the Preliminary 2019 Budget, which received Council
approval.



Roger Woolsey reported on progress with the Stewardship Campaign, which is on
track.



Melissa Melum presented a comprehensive Emergency Plan.



Guest speakers Dawn Kucera and Mark Fagerlin led a discussion regarding updated
church documents that are relevant to the Transition and Search teams.



It was decided that the annual Congregational meeting to approve the 2019 budget
will be held on October 7 immediately after the service.



The church is looking for a member to attend the UCC WNC Association of the
Southern Conference event being held October 6. Interested parties should contact John Parris.



Gary Cyphers’ request to host a table at coffee hour for Thrive fundraising was
approved for September 30 and October 7.



The Ministry of Physical Resources shared plans for a new roof.



Pastor Mike reported that he will speak at the January Fellowship Supper on the
second part of his transition presentation.



Mike is on the verge of receiving UCC certification.



Our participation in the Apple Festival Parade was a great success. Many thanks to
all who participated!
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REMINDER:
Ashley Lecture Series presents
Dr. Tod Linafelt

THE OLD TESTAMENT AS LITERATURE
“The Meaning of Human Existence & Poetic
Expression in the Old Testament”

Friday, October 19 - 7:00 pm:

Biblical Narrative: representing
the Ambiguities of Human
Existence

Saturday, October 20 -10:00 am: Biblical Poetry: The Artful
Expression of Passion
Saturday, October 20 - 1:00 pm:

Narrative & Poetry in the
Book of Ruth

Sunday, October 21 - 9:00 am:
10:30 am:

Adult Forum
Sermon

OCTOBER 19-21, 2018
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Focus on Forum
October 2018

October 7 – An Exploration of Holy Communion

John Parris

Please join us as we examine the practice of Holy Communion in a panel discussion led
by the Rev. Barbara Rathbun, Rev. Mike Cleland and our Music Minister, Rev. Mark
Acker. We will discuss various means of partaking in Communion, the meaning behind
it, and different faith approaches to the practice. You are invited to bring your own
impressions of Communion to share - what it means to you and various ways you have
participated in this sacred rite.
Barbara Rathbun is a former interim Minister of this church, and a former professor.
Mike Cleland is our current Interim Minister and former pastor of several churches
from California to Georgia. Mark Acker is our Minister of Music, coming to us from a
long career as a Music Director for a Methodist church in Nashville, Tennessee and
teaching at Belmont University.

October 14 - Preparing for Ashley Distinguished Lecturer

Larry Anderson

Dr. Tod Linafelt, professor of biblical literature at Georgetown University, will speak
next weekend for the Ashley Lecture Series. We will look at his approach to the Bible
as literature. We will open our discussion with a recorded segment of Bishop John
Shelby Spong’s lecture here in 2012. The Spong lecture will present a picture of how
Bible scholars, like Dr. Linafelt, work and lead us into Biblical metaphors. For example,
Biblical authors use the rich imagery in the Gospel of John to remind us that the Bible
itself invites us not to view these events and metaphors literally. Don’t be a literalist
like Nicodemus. And if you think the Lazarus story is about literally resuscitating a
“stinking” corpse you may be a fundamentalist, not ready for the deeper meaning of
the Scriptures. Join Larry Anderson and the Adult Forum as we explore these issues.
Larry Anderson, a former minister and psychologist, often presents at our Forums.
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October 21 – Narrative and Poetry in the Bible: Exploring the Human
Condition Through Literary Forms
Dr. Tod Linafelt
(This Forum will be held in the Sanctuary. The lectures this morning, including the one at the
regular Sunday Service, are part of the Ashley Lecture Series that Dr. Linafelt is giving at our
church. They started on Friday and will end today at the regular Sunday Service. There is no
charge for today’s lectures.)
Biblical scholar Tod Linafelt is professor of Biblical Literature at the School of Theology
at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. He was the Alexander Robertson
Fellow at the University of Glasgow. Dr. Linafelt co-authored with Walter
Brueggemann, An Introduction to the Old Testament. He is also the author or editor
of nine books and some three dozen scholarly articles and essays.
Dr. Linafelt is the October 2018 Walter Ashley Distinguished Lecturer at our church.
October 28 – After Dr. Tod Linafelt’s Lectures

Larry Anderson

We reflect on what got stirred up with Ashley lecturer Dr. Tod Linafelt. We may
even find a question for which there is no answer. Join us for a follow-up discussion
with Larry Anderson.

The Forum, an informal adult education feature of our church, is held from 9:00 to 10:15 on
Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall (before the 10:30 service). All are welcome to attend.
Contact the coordinators, Romella or Ed O’Keefe, (edrookeefe@att.net) if you would like to
present a topic or recommend a speaker. Remember: all points of view are welcome…No
correct doctrine required!
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Fellowship Supper
Tuesday, October 16
5:30 pm
Mark and Jean Raymond’s Odyssey
Mark and Jean Raymond would like to share their 1987 trip in the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area with you at the October Fellowship Supper. This Odyssey began in Northern Minnesota and lasted for about 4 weeks as Jean, Mark
and family members traveled by canoe from lake to lake, stopping before the
October snows fell. This family tradition of camping, canoeing and backpacking began with Mark’s family as he was growing up and has continued with
Mark’s and Jean’s children and grandchildren through much of our “Wonder
Full” country through the years.
Closer to home, Mark and Jean continue to enjoy Western North Carolina’s
forests and streams, the mountains, the Shining Rock Wilderness area, Panther Town Valley and the Appalachian Trail.
Make plans to attend our October Fellowship Supper and enjoy this presentation about their adventures. Social Time begins at 5:30 P.M., supper will be at
6:00, with the program to follow. Bring a dish to share, and remember to
bring your UTENSILS, PLATE AND MUG FOR COFFEE OR TEA.
Contact Claudia Schopper with any questions cschopper1@gmail.com.

Bulletin Submissions
Please forward your typed weekly bulletin submissions to the
Administrator, Sheryl, by email sheryl@fcchendersonville.org
by Wednesday’s 12 pm to be included in the Sunday bulletin.
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Support Thrive and Have a Fun
“Bids and Blues” Evening on October 15th
One of our long-standing Missions supported agencies is Thrive, which provides
important services to individuals and families in our community experiencing
mental illness and/or homelessness. Thrive provides a clubhouse, housing case
management services. representative payee services, crisis intervention training,
and effective advocacy.
Thrive’s annual fundraiser is called “Bids and Blues,” which will be held on Monday, October 15th, 5 - 8 pm at the Hendersonville Country Club. This will
be our biggest and best event ever and will include local blues musicians, great
food and beverages, a silent auction, and a chance to mingle with a fun and
generous group of people.
All of us at Thrive would be delighted if you joined us. Gary Cyphers, a Thrive
board member, will have tickets for sale for $40 during coffee hour on
Sept. 30th and Oct. 7th. Please stop by his table and purchase your tickets.
Thank you. Please contact Gary Cyphers with any questions (693-1984).
THE WRITERS ROUNDTABLE
Thursday, October 25th

Prayer Shawl
Ministry
We meet the first Tuesday of the month at
10:00 am in the Parlor.
Grab some yarn and
your needles and join
us!

Writers--whether members of the church or
not--who would like to read from their work
(any genre) at a Writers’ Roundtable are
invited to register with Rand Bishop
(697-0090 or randbishop33@gmail.com).
Listeners are also welcome. The Writers’
Roundtable meets on the fourth Thursday of
every month in the Church Parlor at 11:30
am. If you’re reading, please bring 5-6 duplicates of your work to share. Check with
Rand for details.
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PRAYER LIST
(alphabetical order by last name)
Grace Berray
Mike & Bonnie Biddle (friends of Kevin & Joyce Tierney)
Glenda Burke
Cheryl Crosby (friend of Kevin & Joyce Tierney)
Sue Easton
Mildred Gardner
Donna Gross
Sherry Haagenson
Barbara Kohan
Anna Marie McCracken (great granddaughter of Bob & Dottie Koopman)
Dell Orr
Joady Perrett
Ingrid Perry
Catherine Raymond (daughter of Jean and Mark Raymond)
John Sams
Diane Swift
Victoria Tatum
Lynn Thiel
Bud Werdelin (friend of Kevin & Joyce Tierney)
Thank you for letting us know of people who need to be
added to our prayer list as well as those that are ready
to be taken off.
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The FCUCC Book Club The FCC Bookclub meets
October 09 at 2:00 in the church library to discuss the
#1 New York Times bestseller "Leonardo DaVinci" by
Walter Isaacson. The author of the bestsellers "Steve
Jobs", "Einstein", and "Benjamin Franklin", brings
Leonardo da Vinci to life in this new biography. We
learn that besides producing the two most famous
paintings in history he also pursued innovative studies of anatomy, fossils, birds,
the heart, flying machines, botany, geology and weaponry. His delight at combining diverse passions remains the ultimate recipe of creativity - so too his ease at
being a bit of a misfit: illegitimate, gay, vegetarian, left-handed, easily distracted,
and at times heretical. Pete Tintle will lead the discussion of this fascinating
book. All are invited to join us.

HENDERSONVILLE HUNGER WALK 2018
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APPLE FESTIVAL PARADE 2018
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COME TO THE WELL ˗˗˗ when I thirst

“Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you.” Matthew 7:7. What does this
mean? Does it say that I will always be a thirsty seeker, or do I stop
at asking, seeking, and continue going around and around in my life’s
revolving door? Do I think and believe that I won’t find, that it won’t
be opened? The question is; will I always be a thirsty, unquenched
seeker?
At one of our Adult Forums I remember the presenter proudly said,
“I will always be a seeker.” For some reason this was a profound
statement for me. In that moment I knew there was something amiss
in her statement. That night as I lay in bed thinking about what she had said, I (the seeker) dissolved, slipping between the sheets of time, into space-less perfection. Ooh! Yes! The BelovedUnconditional Love held All of it; the good - bad, sorrow- joy, war and peace. Out of Emptiness, nothing (no-thing) comes forth but Vibrations-everything (all that is) Life. Need and seeking do not abide here in Perfections Wholeness. There is nothing to change or to seek or to
find. No door to even knock on, for doors’ illusory ‘hide-and-seek’ collapses in the Light.
This ‘knowing’ stayed with me for two days, fluttering like a butterfly’s wings, until on Tuesday,
when Hank and I picked up our grandchildren at the airport. Then ‘I’ appeared to take solid
form again within this body, covered with skin, looking out at a world outside of myself. This
field again filled with solid forms and a world with others, separate and distinct.
How many times have I read; “‘Look! Here it is’ or ‘Look! There it is.’ God’s kingdom
is here with you.” Luke 17:21. Or heard; “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God is at hand; repent (remember) and believe (hold /sense) in the gospel.” Mark
1:15. Why am I always looking somewhere else for what already is?
The next week I found out that our Adult Forum speaker had suddenly passed away. I couldn’t
help but think, “Well, now she knows everything is perfect, and always was. That veil of separation and seeking was an illusion.”
Will I see through my own story of separation, this magical play of life, with its adventure of
mysterious unknowability? Will I see the simplicity of Ocean’s juicy wetness being quenched in
the extraordinary ordinariness of what is – ALL right here!
‘Come to the well when I thirst’, is where this piece started. This thirst, this prayer, is what
allured me to the Well. This burning is what drew me to the well of Life’s Water to extin-

guish desire’s consuming flames. St. Francis of Assisi wrote this poem, “The Result of
Prayer”.
The result of prayer is life.
Prayer irrigates the
earth and
heart.
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Prayer Chaplain, Pamela Federlein

Mental Health Corner
Recovery
Whatever forms a mental health challenge takes, recovery (the return to normal
functioning), is the goal. There are various means and programs to that end. Mental
health challenges come in many forms: depression, anxiety, addictions including
alcoholism, drug/substance abuse, etc.
We are fortunate to live in this computer age where we have at our fingertips
knowledge of some of the methods through which recovery can be activated. This article will briefly discuss two of general approaches to this GOAL of RECOVERY. The
author of this article, though no stranger to mental health problems, is certainly not an
expert on this subject, though many decades ago he served as president of the Mental
Health Association in Niagara County in New York State.
The two approaches we will discuss in this article are NAMI (National Alliance of
Mental Illness) and SMART (Self-Management and Recovery Training)

A. NAMI is perhaps the best known locally. (Are you aware that the local chapter of
NAMI has its monthly board meetings at our church?) NAMI believes that recovery is a
process, beginning with diagnosis and eventually moving into successful management of
a mental health condition. Sustained recovery involves learning about the illness and
effective treatment, empowerment with the support of peers and family members, and
finally, helping others achieve wellness. This is basically a 12 step program.
Most people diagnosed with a mental health condition can experience relief from their
symptoms and live a satisfying life by actively participatiing in an individualized treatment plan.
An effective treatment plan may include medication, psychotherapy and peer support
groups. A balanced diet, exercise and sufficient sleep can also play a big role in your
mental health. Meaningful social opportunities, such as local drop-in centers or clubhouses, and volunteer activities contribute to overall wellness and mental health
recovery. Much more information is available at NAMI’s website.
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B. The SMART Program, specializes in addiction of all kinds, is not a 12 Step program.
SMART is a recovery tool that now offers an online meeting and chat platform designed
to connect people in recovery to others all over the world. ‘SMART Recovery Live’
has numerous features built into its website that allow those in recovery to stay connected to the sober community. Through online forums, chats, journals and message
boards, members can access support at any time.
The SMART community is not geared toward providing resources for a specific type of
addiction. SMART Recovery provides numerous resources to those struggling with all
types of addictions or addictive behaviors. SMART’s daily online meetings, 24/7 forum
and chat features allow people to stay connected and receive help at all hours. It also
offers face-to-face meetings around the world.
SMART functions a bit differently from traditional treatment programs because it:
1. Encourages members to become self-reliant and take control of their recovery.
2. Provides resources for members to become meeting facilitators through online
training sessions and downloadable meeting facilitator manuals.
3. Members are encouraged to become self-empowered and self-reliant.
4. They learn to help others and themselves through sobriety management and
recovery.
These are just two examples of the organizations that are available for help with
recovery from mental health problems. You are encouraged to visit their websites and
“Mental Health Recovery” for more information.
Edward O’Keefe, Member
Mental Health Task Force, FCUCC
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Seventh Annual
Holiday Cookie Sale
Saturday, December 8, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
The 7th annual holiday cookie sale date has been announced. Mark your calendar for this special day.
Homemade holiday cookies and gift baskets will be
available. In the past, church members baked about a
zillion cookies and hopefully bakers are getting ready
to outshine themselves this year. Batches of traditional
and delicious cookies will be on hand, displayed in a
cookie labyrinth of tables in the Fellowship Hall. People will be invited to take a recyclable container and fill
it for a small charge. Gift baskets will be displayed.
Raffle tickets will be sold and lucky ticket holders will
win the baskets.
The Planning Committee has started working diligently to make this event one that will
be enjoyed by all. Advertisements in various publications will announce the sale to the
community with the hopes that many will attend to not only buy cookies but also to
see our wonderful church.
The money raised at this sale will go into the “Needs of the Church” fund. This fund
has been used to buy the refrigerator, a new projector and Blue Ray disc player for the
Fellowship hall, two steel utility carts, table cloths, shelving for the kitchen and storerooms, a picnic table for the Sunday School children, materials for a re-do of the kitchen cabinets, 40 chairs for the choir room, material for the picture hanging in the hallways, new cook tops for the kitchen, 2 new coffee urns for the kitchen and numerous
other projects.

So, if you are willing to make one, two, or more batches of holiday cookies, YOU
ARE NEEDED to make this year’s sale spectacular! More information will be coming. Contact Claudia Schopper, chairperson with questions cshopper1@gmail.com.
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EVERYBODY BELONGS
Adult Forum (Ed O’Keefe)
Ashley Lecture Group (John Parris)
Bible Study (Barbara Rathbun)

Sunday 9:00 am
3rd Thursday 10:00 am
Wednesdays 5:00 pm

Fellowship Hall
Library
Parlor

Choir Rehearsal (Mark Acker)

Thursdays 3:30 pm

Choir room

Church Council (Nancy Keswani)

2nd Wednesday 10:00 am

Fellowship Hall

Compassionate Action Group
1st Wednesday 2:00 pm
(co-chairs Stephanie Lowder/Bal Goleman)

Fellowship Hall

FCUCC Book Group (Joanne Kimmell)

2nd Tuesday 2:00 pm

Library

Fellowship Supper (Claudia Schopper)

3rd Tuesday 5:30 pm

Fellowship Hall

Finance Ministry (Roger Woolsey)

2nd Tuesday 10:00 am

Library

Mental Health Group (Ken Whitney)

3rd Friday 9:00 am

Library

Missions Group (Claudia Schopper)

2nd Thursday 10:00 am

Fellowship Hall

Physical Resources Ministry (Nancy Irving)

3rd Wednesday 10:00 am

Library

Prayer Shawl-Maryett (hcarljr@bellsouth.net) 1st Tuesday 10:00 am
Spiritual Book Circle (Ed O’Keefe)

2nd & 4th Thursday 2:00 pm

Parlor
Library

Worship Ministry (John Parris)

1st Thursday 10:00 am

Library

Writers Round Table (Rand Bishop)

4th Thursday 11:30 am

Parlor

Ministry to the Larger Community
(Sammye Whitney)

no regularly scheduled meetings

Ministry to Members and Friends
(Ann Allen & Jeannie Stewart)

no regularly scheduled meetings

Visioning Sacred Grounds (Melissa Melum)

no regularly scheduled meetings
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Birthdays - October 2018

Anniversaries - October 2018

1: Virginia Gambill

7: Ed & Pat Argue

1:Philip Wiehe

21: Steve & Martha Hogenboom

2:Joanna Coonrod
2:Greg McKinley
2: Susan Palmer
6:Stephanie Lowder
6: Gillian Streer
7:Kirsten Cone
13: Mark Raymond
14: Claudia Schopper
16: Diana Brantley
16: Chris Cone
17: Ed Argue
17: Doris Scoville
19: Sheila Clendenning
21: Pamela Federlein

21: Romella Hart-O’Keefe
25: Richard Weidler
26: Harriett Richie
27: Ellen Shaw
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October Lectionary
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
October 7
Job 1:1, 2:1-10 • Ps 26 or

September 2: 108
September 9: 153

Gen 2:18-24 • Ps 8
Heb 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Mk 10:2-16
Enfolding Love

September 16: 92 (Hurricane)
September 23: 147
Average Sunday Attendance: 125

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
October 14
Job 23:1-9 • Ps 22:1-15 or
Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 • Ps 90:12-17
Heb 4:12-16
Mk 10:17-31
What Must I Do?

The Congregational Chronicle
is published monthly,
except for December/January issue,
by First Congregational UCC
1735 Fifth Ave. West

Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
October 21
Job 38:1-7, (34-41) • Ps 104:1-9, 35c or

Hendersonville NC 28739-4013
Phone: 828.692.8630
E-mail: fccinfo@hendersonville.org

Isa 53:4-12 • Ps 91:9-16
Heb 5:1-10
Mk: 10:35-45
Great Service

Website: www.fcchendersonville.org
Rev. Michael Cleland, Transition Pastor
(mike@fcchendersonville.org)
Mark Acker, Minister of Music m

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
October 28
Job 42:1-6, 10-17 • Ps 34:1-8 (19-22) or

(mark@fcchendersonville.org)
Sheryl Tellier, Administrator
(sheryl@fcchendersonville.org)

Jer31:7-9• Ps 126
Heb 7:23-28
Mk 10:46-52
Take Heart

Charles & Dora Littleton, Custodians
Rev. David G. Kelly, Jr., Pastor Emeritus

Next Chronicle deadline is October 23
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First Congregational UCC
1735 Fifth Avenue West
Hendersonville NC 28739-4013

An Open and Affirming Congregation
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