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Dear Beloved FCCH,
A few years ago, I decided that 90% of my reading would be by authors of color. It is part of
my commitment to white anti-racism and confronting my white privilege. In addition, every
year I make a reading goal. Last year I aspired to read 100 books, which didn’t happen. I only
read 40. This year, I am more realistic~~I am shooting for 60 books. Aim high, right? (as of
this writing, I have finished 4 books. A strong start!)
The last few books on my white anti-racism list were very good. The Cooking Gene: A
Journey Through African-American Culinary History in the Old South by Michael
W. Twitty is fabulous. Twitty is a culinary histo rian, and this book is about what the influence of the enslavement of Africans by European settlers has had on foodways and history of
the South. It is part memoir, part history, and part cookbook.
I just finished On Earth We Are Briefly Gorgeous by Ocean Vuong. This debut novel is
a “devastatingly beautiful, painful but extraordinary coming-of-age story about surviving the
aftermath of trauma. It takes the form of a young Vietnamese American writer's letter to his
illiterate mother — her education having ended at seven, when her school in Vietnam
collapsed after an American napalm raid.” (NPR Book Review) Vuong’s use of language and
metaphor is exquisite. I can’t stop thinking about it—and it is a difficult, emotional read. You
might have to read it in small doses.
Casey Gerald’s memoir, There Will Be No Miracles Here is a complicated story of being
poor, gay, brilliant, a person of color, successful and a failure. It’s a critique of the “cost and
causes” of the American Dream. Gerald is a superb storyteller and this is a gorgeous read.
Finally, I really enjoyed Stephanie Land’s memoir, Maid, which addresses white American
poverty and the working poor in the maid industry. Lost Children Archive by Valeria
Luiselli, is a novel that explores immigration, children and the border crisis. If you like magical
realism, there are touches of that in this book.
Reading for me is part of my spiritual practice, which I suspect is true for many of you. What
are you reading, and why?
Peace and heart,
Karla

Moderator’s View
“A NEW BEGINNING” … Takes Off
It seems to be a good time to look back on the year just ended and “take stock” of
where we are as a church and what has been happening.
So how have we changed in the last year?
Greater attendance. Our attendance in worship has continued to increase at a
faster rate than before – January 2020 attendance so far has been about 40%
higher than January 2019.
Higher giving. Income in 2019 was $75,000 more than budgeted.
More energy and enthusiasm. There are so many meetings and activities that I
sometimes have trouble keeping up.
And what has brought these changes?
I would like to suggest that Karla is the key factor in the changes we have been seeing.
In last year’s February Chronicle, Linda Simpson wrote about the arrival of Karla as our
settled pastor and how truly blessed we were to have her to guide and challenge us. By
the time you read this, we will have reached Karla’s first anniversary with us. Her
official installation will be on Sunday, February 9th, and I encourage you to attend.
First Congregational has been and continues to be greatly blessed. Certainly the
dedication and hard work of many of our members makes us who we are. I think,
however, the leadership Karla provides has a major impact on our direction and especially on our inspiration. Her smile and warm welcome are contagious, her ideas are
thought provoking and insightful, and her sermons challenge us to walk the talk.
With Karla and the rest of our church staff leading us, I think we are truly in ministry
together “seeking to be Love and Heart in our corner of the world” (quote from Karla’s Annual Report.)
And what will our future be?
I believe we are well positioned to have a wonderful future. We are rapidly shedding
our reputation as that “crazy little church down Fifth Avenue”. We are actively
practicing our mission of welcoming, respecting, and loving all people and all viewpoints.
We are working for justice and fairness, for making a difference in the world, and for
nurturing all who seek a refuge from a difficult world. In short, First Congregational is a
very inspiring community.
Thanks for reading,
Phil Taylor, Moderator
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Church Council Highlights
January 2020
Council voted to approve $6,000 to replace the flooring in the parlor, sacristy, and
hallway.
Ron Miller explained that income was up and expenses down for 2019. Income was
$75,000 higher than budgeted. The excess will be put into the Property Maintenance
Fund.
All Council Officer positions are filled for 2020. The Nominating Committee is now
recruiting Ministry facilitators.
An Officer Exception was approved for Ron Miller to continue as Treasurer.
Nick Aguilar completed three labyrinth benches and is now eligible for Eagle Scout.
We will celebrate this in worship.

The Stewardship Campaign has brought in 118 pledging units totaling $258K.
Council approved the proposed 2020 budget. It will be presented for a congregational
vote at the January 26 annual congregational meeting.
A Ministry Fair is being planned for coffee hour during which members and friends can
learn about all the activities in which they can participate.
At the Christmas Eve service we collected $1,882 in offerings that went to charity.
On February 9 Karla will be formally installed. We will have a dynamic guest preacher.
Alcohol will again be available at Fellowship Supper.
The atrium is being overhauled and may include a pet memorial.
Training on emotional boundaries will be made available to members and friends.
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SERVICE & GIVING
After a short holiday hiatus, the Service and Giving Committee is gearing back up. We’re
making a few changes this year in order to more involve the congregation in what we do.
We’re also looking to focus on the non-monetary contributions of the congregation. For
Example: the following items were donated by FCCH members and friends during this
Christmas season to Interfaith Assistance Ministry,
Project Linus, Homes for Youth and Pardee Hospital’s ER and THRIVE for Homeless
persons:
263 hats
161 scarves
137 pairs of gloves
17 pairs of socks
6 earmuff sets
12 stuffed animals
Last year FCCH donated over $26,000 to more than 40 agencies. We gave to national and
international organizations and supported many local groups and activities. We hope to
donate even more in 2020. If you’d like to help decide where the church’s funds can make
the most difference, the S&G Committee would love to have you join us. We meet the
second Thursday of each month at 10:00 in the Fellowship Hall.

PFLAG PUBLIC FORUM
LGBTQ Homelessness in Hendersonville
This will be the first public conversation about LGBTQ homelessness
in Hendersonville.
When:

February 3rd, 7 pm.

Location: Providence Baptist Church
1201 Oakland St, Hendersonville, NC
If you need more information, please contact Josh at
pflaghendersonville@gmail.com
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FELLOWSHIP SUPPER
Tuesday, February 18, 2020
Social time begins 5:00 pm - Dinner begins 5:30 pm
February’s Fellowship Supper will include a fun
evening of not only fantastic food, but also BINGO! Sometimes it is great just to have fun
together, and that's what this night is all about. In
addition to Bingo, we will have a couple of surprises as well. Please join us for a great night of
fun and games!
Social time begins at 5:00 P.M. with a Pot Luck
supper to follow at 5:30. The program will begin
at 6:15. If you are new, and have not attended
these monthly suppers (3rd Tuesday of each
month), please come and enjoy meeting others in
the church.
Bring a dish to share, plus your own place setting, including a plate,
utensils and a mug for a hot beverage. There will be a time to sign up so
we can set a place for you!

“Souper” Sunday is February 2nd! This is your chance to
donate soup wrapped in a dollar bill or two for the IAM
Food Pantry. This past year 114 pounds of soup and $58
was donated. “Souper” Sunday coincides with football’s
Super Bowl and was started some years ago by a group of
Texas teenagers. Help us to continue to feed the hungry
in our community. Bring your donations on February 2nd
and deposit them in baskets located at the door of the
sanctuary and in the reception area. If any questions,
please contact Claudia Schopper
(cschopper1@gmail.com).
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Focus on Forum - February 2020

Feb 2: "8 Habits of Love: Compassion"
Ed O'Keefe
We continue our facilitated discussion of Ed Bacon’s 8 Habits of Love. This is the
sixth in the series. We shall examine what Rev. Dr. Bacon and other spiritual leaders
say about this virtue. You will be asked your opinions too. Are you known for your
compassion? Do you enter into another’s suffering? Is this what Compassion means?
Come and be a part of this important conversation.
Ed O’Keefe needs no introduction to Forum audiences. He and his wife, Romella,
coordinated the Forum presentations for several years before Karel and John Bodamer
took over. A former college teacher and administrator, Ed along with Romella,
coordinate the Prayer Chaplain program at our church.
Feb 9: Heifer International’s Impact on Communities
John Dieterly
John Dieterly worked for Church World Service in Ghana for 5 years and then for
Heifer International in Belize for 5 years. After returning to the United States, he
continued with Heifer International as a Regional Director for 18 years and during that
time did short-term training work with Heifer programs in Ecuador, China, the
Dominican Republic and several other countries. In this presentation he will talk about
the impact on and transformation of individuals and entire communities in these
programs.

Feb 16: Tackling Affordable Housing in WNC in the For-Profit Sector
Tore Borhaug
Tore Borhaug is the owner of Tore’s Home which has facilities in Brevard and Flat
Rock. To run his business Tore faced the issue of finding and retaining staff. One
impediment was the difficulty his workers had in finding affordable housing. He
determined that a holistic approach was required. Tore’s Home has taken a different
approach by identifying the obstacles that people have beyond the work place for not
being able to show up to work. Tore will discuss the major obstacles and will
address what solutions Tore’s Home has implemented to create a non-traditional
safety net to assist their employees.
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Tore is a native of Norway. He graduated from Berea College in 1990 with a B.S. in
Business Administration/Accounting; in 1991 he earned his Masters Degree in
Business Administration (MBA) from the University of Colorado. He started Tore’s
Home in 1996 in Brevard and expanded to Flat Rock in 2014. His business currently
cares for approximately 100 residents combined in both locations and employs
approximately 100 people.
Feb 23: Insights of Brian McLaren and Matthew Fox
Larry Anderson
Larry Anderson will present a review of the amazing gifts of Brian McLaren and
Matthew Fox. They will each be here for an Ashley Lecture series this year.
Brian McLaren was here 6 years ago for the Ashley Lectures. He deserves some
credit for stirring up courage among the many champions of social justice in our
church community. Matthew Fox has been a leading voice for decades among
progressive Christians. His book "Original Blessing" is a landmark in reframing the
original sin concept in theology. "Sins of the Spirit, Blessings of the Flesh" was
published in 2010 and is highly recommended.
Rev. Larry Anderson is a frequent presenter at FORUM and a member of our church
for 15 years. From a northern Illinois dairy farm to the Chicago Theological
Seminary to parish ministry to 25 years as a psychotherapist in Michigan, Larry likes
to bring an attitude of curiosity and discussion to the Forum.

Our heartfelt thanks to all of our First Congregational friends who have
supported us through our recent rough spell with love, prayers, care, cards, calls,
and a beautifully-comforting prayer shawl. We so appreciate the outpouring of
incredible compassion. A special thank you to my new friend, Isaiah, who sat next
to me in church and promised to watch over me. Our church is indeed special,
and we’re so appreciative to have you all in our lives.
With love,
Ericka & Mark Fagerlin
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INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
The decision to close the church will be
determined when we feel that our church parking lot and sidewalks around the church
present a safety hazard. If the church opening
is delayed or the church is closed, the following
steps will be taken:

•
•

Information will be posted on our website fcchendersonville.org
WLOS-TV will be notified. Channel 13 or online WLOS church closings

Your safety is the most important thing. If you do not feel comfortable driving to
church, please stay home.

MENTAL HEALTH MINUTE
Did you know that the sun can help reduce your risk of depression? Exposure to
sunlight is thought to increase the brain’s release of a hormone called serotonin,
which is associated with boosting mood and helping a person feel calm and
focused.
Getting out in the sun not only helps raise your serotonin, it connects you to
nature and the chance to do so mindfully, which can be a walking meditation. If
you cannot get out, light therapy can help. There are many choices available
online.
So, be proactive about your mental health and see what a difference it can make!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORT
January, 2020
Ginger Fisher, Sunday School Teacher
Dede Walton, Nursery Teacher
Monthly Theme: The Golden Rule as Practiced in Cultures and Faiths Around the World
Our children focused on making a promise to themselves to be better persons in
2020. As we discussed this theme, we revisited our commitment to showing
gratitude and practicing the Golden Rule in our daily lives.
Dede read to the children from a book about how the Golden Rule is expressed and
shown in countries around the world. The children began a several-week project of
making Golden Rule mobiles to take home and share with their families.
The children are gaining new appreciation of the worship service as they participate in
the opening prayers and hymn with the adults each week. We talk about the new
insights they are gaining from Karla as she teaches them about the service, and they
are happy to feel more a part of the congregation.
Date:
Dec. 29
Jan. 5
Jan. 12
Jan. 19
Jan. 26

Attendance:
4
8
No Church
6
4
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COME TO THE WELL
February 2020
This issue’s Come To the Well, comes from James Finley,
author and teacher at Richard Rohr’s Center for Action and
Contemplation in Albuquerque, NM. Findley is a clinical
psychologist, former monk and student of Thomas Merton,
America’s best known mystic.
After a lesson on how to meditate, Finley says, “Maintain nonjudgmental compassion
for yourself and nonjudgmental compassion toward others in their powerlessness that
is one with yours.
“Compassion is the love that recognizes and goes forth to identify with the preciousness of all that is lost and broken within ourselves and others. At first it seems as if
compassionate love originates with our free decision to be as compassionate as we can
be toward ourselves as we sit in meditation. As our practice deepens, we come to
realize that in choosing to be compassionate, we are yielding to the compassionate
nature of God flowing through us.
“But like the repentant son heading home to beg for his father’s forgiveness, we are
still laboring under the illusion that our wayward ways make us unworthy in the eyes
of God.
“The idea that our weaknesses are obstacles to love is bound up with our egocentric
perception of ourselves as outside God’s sustaining love. Entrenched in the ignorance
of our imagined otherness from God, we set out to meditate as a way of overcoming
one obstacle after another so that we might succeed in reaching God.
“The ego self struggles in its efforts to sit present and awake as a way of being open to
God’s presence until the ego exhausts all its own means of overcoming its inability to
realize oneness with God. Then, just as all seems lost, we look up to see God running
toward us, his prodigal children, with open arms. Suddenly we realize there is no place
within us that is not encountered, embraced and made whole in a love that does not
even care to hear our litany of shortcomings and regrets. We are profoundly loved by
God without any foundations for being loved, except divine love itself.”
Adapted from: James Finley, Christian Meditation: Experiencing the Presence
of God. (Harper San Francisco: 2004).
Ed O’Keefe, Chaplain Facilitator
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The next Great Courses series will be “Understanding the Old
Testament” and will begin on February 14th at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Our lecturer will be Professor Robert Miller of The
Catholic University of America. He will review the Old Testament
as literature, as prophesy, and as a moral code. Please read the Just
Word? article at progressingspirit.com.
Hope to see you all on February 14th!

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

We meet the first Tuesday of the month at
10:00 am in the Parlor. Grab some yarn
and your needles and join us!

MLK Day of Service Results. Thanks to the approximately 150 volunteers who bagged 3366 pounds of rice and beans, which equates to 8452
meals, and assembled 14 boxes of cookies (dozens of cookies and thank-you
notes in each box) that were delivered to our first responders (12 manned
stations). Cold weather couldn’t deter good deeds!
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PRAYER LIST
Al & Joan Diaz
Sue Eastin (friend of Becky Rowland)
Don Emon
Ericka Fagerlin
Jackie Green
Carol Inman
Jan Kelly
Shawn Kelly and Family
Gabriel Kerr and Family (friend of Karla Miller)
Betsey Parker
Ingrid Perry
Bonnie Rash
Glory Stack (friend of Mills/Hollingsworth)
Lester Vier
Louise Vier
Donalee Wermeister (friend of Koopman’s)
Patti Woeppel
Thank you for letting us know of people who need to be added to our prayer list
as well as those that are ready to be taken off.

We Care About You!
We want to know when you are facing surgery, are admitted to the hospital, are
sick, or dealing with deep sadness. Karla can be reached at 781-835-6893 and
Mark Acker 615-430-3506, and if you or someone you know would like to be
added to the prayer list, please contact our Administrator, Sheryl Tellier, at
(sheryl@fcchendersonville.org).

.
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The FCCH Bookclub will meet on Tuesday, February 11th, at 2:00 in the church
library. The book to be discussed is “Olive Again” by Elizabeth Strout, the NYTimes best selling author and Publitzer Prize winner. Ms. Strout continues the life
of her beloved character, Olive Kitteridge, who continues to startle us, to move us,
and to inspire us. There is no simple truth about human existence, Strout reminds
us, only wonderful, painful complexity. Bal Goleman will lead the discussion.
Please join us.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
from Ministry of Financial Resources
First of all, we must express our genuine gratitude for the blessings bestowed upon
this Congregation by and through our Members and Friends as well as
contributors. We are so fortunate to be able to supply tools needed to provide
for our Hendersonville community’s needs through the time and talents of our
people and through their generous giving. Special thanks to Roger Woolsey for his
zeal and his able help and also to our Pastor, Karla Miller, John Walters and LiB
Shore for their service on the Stewardship Committee.

Secondly, we want to report that our last count update was 120 pledges totaling
$266,791. If you still intend to turn in your Pledge card, please move forward so
we can get all the pledges in hand for better planning. This year our pledge units
exceeded last year’s in number of those pledging as well as the amount pledged.
Please note, we have more pledge cards if you need one, and you are always able
to change the amount you pledge should the need arise.
Bless you all,
Sheryl Mendenhall, Facilitator and all the” jewels” serving on the MFR
THE WRITERS’ ROUNDTABLE
Writers--whether members of the church or not -- who would like to read from their
work (any genre) at a Writers’ Roundtable, are invited to register with Rand Bishop
(828-697-0090 or randbishop33@gmail.com). Listeners are also welcome. The
Writers’ Roundtable meets on the fourth Thursday of every month in the Church
Library at 11:30 am. If you’re reading, please bring 5-6 duplicates of your work to
share. Check with Rand for details. The next meeting time is Thursday, February
27th.
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February Birthdays

February
Anniversaries

01: Maralee McMillan
02: Ginger Fisher
03: Elle Travis
03: Rand Bishop
04: Virginia Erwin
05: Bob Koopman
06: Mike Erwin
06: John Caldemeyer
08: Sammye Whitney
08: Conrad Weeks
12: Ron Schopper
17: Mary Woolsey
20: Ken Whitney
20: Susan Jahnke
21: Cherie Barget
22: JJ Jaeger
22: Jan Caldemeyer
24: Carole Turano
24: Richard Brantley
24: Joady Perrett
27: Xavier Cone
28: Anne Ogburn

07: Milton & Jeannie Stewart
14: Jim Hollingsworth & Bruce Mills
15: Roger & Mary Woolsey
16: Phillip Wiehe & Linda McFadden
24: Kinsey & Doreen Jenkins
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The Congregational Chronicle

December, 2019

is published monthly,

Worship

except for December/January and
June/July issues,

Children’s
Worship

by First Congregational UCC

Sunday School

12/01 - 180

6

12/08 - 177

3

12/15 - 254

8

12/22 - 222
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1735 Fifth Ave. West
Hendersonville NC 28739-4013
Phone: 828.692.8630
E-mail: fccinfo@hendersonville.org
Website: www.fcchendersonville.org
Rev. Karla Miller, Pastor

12/24 - 218 (Christmas Eve)
12/29 - 162

(karla@fcchendersonville.org)
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Mark Acker, Minister of Music /

Average Worship Attendance: 202

Pastoral Associate
(mark@fcchendersonville.org)

January 2020

Sheryl Tellier, Administrator

Worship

(sheryl@fcchendersonville.org)
Dora & Charles Littleton, Custodians
Rev. David G. Kelly, Jr., Pastor Emeritus

Children’s
Worship

Sunday School

01/05 - 197

8

01/12 - No Service
01/19 - 194

6

01/26 - 203

4

Next Chronicle deadline
February 20 2020

Average Worship Attendance: 198
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First Congregational UCC
1735 Fifth Avenue West
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Justice, Compassion, Inclusion
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