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A Note from Karla
Beloved,
As I write this we are halfway through our Lenten Journey,
moving ever closer to Holy Week and our Easter celebrations.
It has been good to be pilgrims wandering in the wilderness,
and I am grateful for the ways in which we have embraced
the journey as our home. I hope that you will plan to participate in the many
offerings of Holy Week which are listed in the pages of this Chronicle.
I want to note that for Palm Sunday, we will be using EcoPalms, in alignment of our
core values of Creation Care and Social Justice. EcoPalms originated with
Lutheran World Services, but has branched out among denominations to work
with Latin American farmers in marketing fair trade and sustainably harvested
palms for Palm Sunday. Ecopalms works closely with communities that gather the
palms, offering a higher price thus improving income and living conditions in these
communities. Ecopalms also works with the harvesters on managing the
protection of the palms and the forests they need for shade. You can read more
here: www.ecopalms.org
Some of you have been having devotions with Mary Oliver and scripture during
this season.
Praying
I add this poem for your reflection and prayer:
by Mary Oliver
Yours on the journey,
Karla

It doesn't have to be
the blue iris, it could be
weeds in a vacant lot, or a few
small stones; just
pay attention, then patch
a few words together and don't try
to make them elaborate, this isn't
a contest but the doorway
into thanks, and a silence in which
another voice may speak.

MODERATOR’S COLUMN
Hello FCCUCC!
We’ve made it to Spring and it’s time to welcome flowers and blooms of all types colors and
sizes bursting all around us. The promise of newness filling the air and, for new questions and
awareness …self-evaluation and renewal of spirit full of energy and ideas and plans. At the
March CC Church Council meeting, I proposed our theme for this year… ”A NEW BEGINNING--ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE.”
It is my prayer that we will continue fulfilling God’s calling to us for growth through:
* Understanding ourselves as “church.”
* Strong reasoned processes.
* Deep spirituality in our approach to all we do.
* Realistic approaches to our needs and outreach.
* Prayerful communication about all we do in God’s calling for our church.
Let’s all reflect upon reconnection to our church family and a determined sense of fellowship.
Let us always frame our church’s vision in strengthened roots as a congregation, whose aim is to
do God’s will.
There is much work ahead of us and we will go diligently about the business of First
Congregational and look forward to providing good information. We look forward to the
involvement of our congregants. Great music ahead and more great sermons ahead. How
fortunate we are.
Lastly, let us be ever mindful of our Mother/Father God’s bounteous gifts to us each and all of us
and turn our grateful hearts ever toward those who need us and are calling for our blessings
upon them in their time of need. Our special thanks go to those who have stepped up in the loss
of our beloved Sheryl Tellier and are lending their time and talents so unselfishly to do her
work… Dawn Kucera, Catherine Fairbanks, and Angie Yates…are Angels without wings! And, I
would be so remiss if I did not extend a grateful shout-out to all of our wonderful congregants
who have been so generous with their time, talents and contributions to our church and the
community we serve. You are the best.
Grateful and blessed to be among you, Sheryl Mendenhall, Moderator

LENT AND
HOLY WEEK
SCHEDULE
We invite the First Congregational family and members of the community to
join us for these events
Palm Sunday, April - 10th Worship 10:30 am
Maundy Thursday, April 14th – 7 pm
Service of Tenebrae
Good Friday April 15th - 1-3 pm
Sanctuary Self-guided Meditation time
Easter Sunday April 17th
- Sunrise Service at Jump Off Rock – 7 am
- Easter Celebration 10:30 am

Easter Flowers
Holy Week is fast approaching. If you would
like to make a donation of $10 for the Easter
plants that will decorate the church, please fill
out a flower donation form. You can make
your donation in memory or in honor of a
loved one.
Please write your check to the church with “Flowers” in the memo line.
Plants will be available for pickup following the Easter morning church
worship service.

UKRAINE
If you want to help the people of Ukraine, here is a list of charities that have been vetted
by our Service and Giving Team, and align with our values here at First Congregational.
This is a sampling from the complete list, which also further describes the activities of
each group. Space limitations prevent the complete listing. But we have copies of the
complete list available, or write to Dawn Kucera at dawnkucera@mac.com to get it via
email.
Go to their websites to see how to donate.
Refugee Support
International Rescue Committee www.rescue.org
UNHCR
www.unhcr.org
Medical Services and Supplies
Doctors Without Borders www.doctorswithoutborders.org
Sunflower of Peace

www.sunflowerofpeace.com

Children
UNICEF
www.unicef.or.
Save the Children www.savethechildren.or
Voices of Children
voices.org.ua/en

Animals
International Fund for Animal Welfare
www.ifaw.org
Humane Society International
www.hsi.org

Church Council Meeting
Highlights for March 2022
(in person meeting)

•
•
•
•

We are currently in a good cash position and doing very well per budget year-todate.
On the recommendation of the Reopening Task Force, Church Council voted to
make masks optional inside the church facility.
The choir is back.
Important Note: Council meetings are
always open to all FCC Members and
HRM to expedite recommendations
Friends. Please notify Moderator Sheryl
regarding a Church Administrator.
Mendenhall if you would like to attend.

Lin Stogner, Clerk

Let’s Find Connection in our Community
WANT TO GET TO KNOW OTHERS AT FCC?
"Let's F.C.C.” is off to a great start! Eighteen persons gathered at the Second Act Coffee
Shop on Tuesday, March 22, to offer ideas for beginning this new ministry at First
Congregational Church.
The goal of "Let's F.C.C." is to offer social occasions that will facilitate getting to know
others on a deeper level. We’ll have the occasional social event, such as going to a play
or movie or hike, but primarily our gatherings will be conversation-creating events. We
want to offer opportunities where everyone feels safe to show up -- knowing everyone
will intentionally be welcomed and included. We will likely offer two events per
month, and see how it goes.
We’re looking for persons to serve on a committee that will decide the events to be
offered and will organize the events. If this sounds like something that you could help
with, or if you have any questions or suggestions, please email Mark Acker at the
church (mark@fcchendersonville.org).

“Growing God’s Garden” Expo
SAVE THE DATE: May 7th, 2022 – 10 am - Noon
Local environmental agencies will be on hand to inform and answer questions on what we can all
do to keep our planet green. In addition, we will be collecting plants and gardening supplies for the
Boys and Girls Club to help with their gardening project. More information will be forthcoming.
List of requested donated items:
PLANTS AND SEEDS
Pepper plants (sweet, bell, hot).
Lettuce plants
Tomato plants
Any native wildflower plants.
Pumpkin seeds
Squash seeds

EQUIPMENT
Gloves (kids and adults, all sizes)
Garden Cart
Wheelbarrow
Ground hog fencing
Garden shovels
Tomato cages

Human Relations Ministry (HRM)
In

its first meeting since the election of new members, the HRM has selected
Becky Rowland as the new Facilitator. Nolleen Kelly will be the new Chaplain and Secretary.
We want to give you some information about two personnel matters.

The first concerns the hiring of a new Office Administrator. We’ve established an HRM search team
to review and update the current job description, and then submit it to on-line search engines.
Right now, we have a temporary Administrator, Angie Yates, in the office par-time. She knows all
the software programs and will help when the new permanent Administrator comes on board.
Angie is a member of our church, and before retiring, worked at Lutheridge. More to follow.
There’s also a change in the Sunday School staff. DeDe Walton has stepped down from her
position. We are so grateful for the loving care and attention she gave to our children.
Now we’re delighted to introduce Virginia Tegel, who will be joining Ginger Zemp in the Sunday
School. She is a retired educator with tons of experience teaching children. We think she is ideal for
the position. The HRM wants the best for our children and families within the church, and we
believe Virginia will help our Sunday School continue its positive direction.
HRM is working diligently hiring individuals who will be exceptional assets for our church with our
goal to keep our church moving forward.
In love and peace,
Becky Rowland
Human Relations Ministry Facilitator

Bird Identification Class is in session.
This is a Great Blue Heron
hanging out at Flat Rock Park.

Racial Justice Group in action!
Racial Justice is a complex issue, and covers a wide
range of activities. One of the most important is helping
to guarantee access to the ballot box. BUT – no one can
vote if they aren’t registered.
Nationally, 20% of the population that is eligible to vote isn’t even
registered, and 60% of those say they’ve never even been invited to
register.
The Racial Justice Group at First Congregational is partnering with the
non-partisan League of Women Voters on a program to help register
people so they can vote in the all-important upcoming elections. And
YOU CAN HELP!
If you would like to help with this vital work, or know someone who
needs to register, OR you’ve recently moved here and need registration
information, please contact contact John Ariatti
at john@gweiss.net or 828-606-2391.

I wandered lonely as a cloud
That floats on high o'er vales and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd,
A host, of golden daffodils.
William Wordsworth

Sunday School Teacher: Ginger Zemp
Fruits of the Spirit
The theme of Fruits of the Spirit continued to be the focus of Sunday School in March.
As we prepared for the beginning of Lent, collected personal items for Personal Care
Packs, talked about the plight of Ukrainian citizens, and constructed a Welcome sign in
English and Arabic for Afghan refugees coming to our area, the children discovered the
value of important spiritual qualities such as gratitude, kindness, generosity, and
peace. The children completed their bulletin board and put on skits to demonstrate the
spiritual qualities they admire.
School breaks and family trips reduced our attendance during March, but we are
hopeful that with the improving local Covid outlook, our numbers will soon rise again.
We look forward to welcoming more of our children back and enjoying Sunday School
outside again as the weather warms up!

YouTube Views and
In-Person Worship
March 2 46
(Ash Wednesday)
March 6
158
March 13.
166
March. 20
157
March 27
145

Sunday
School

2
2
1
0

We love our pets! And we love each other’s pets, too. It was so much fun
when they came to outdoor worship. So we’re going to start meeting
these important members of the First Congregational family.
This month we have Elsa, whose human is Carolyn Wilson, and who wrote
this about Elsa.
Elsa

Elsa celebrated her one year birthday this past February
3rd....the day before my birthday!
She is a goldendoodle but unlike most dogs of this
breed, Elsa looks more like a golden retriever than a
poodle due to her wavy coat. Many people
are surprised she is a goldendoodle vs an Irish setter or
full golden retriever. I got her from a goldendoodle
breeder in Lawndale, NC. It was a tough decision to
choose from the litter of 11 but as I sat in a chair
watching the 8 week old pups play, one of the pups
came over to me, sat down in front, and looked up at me
with such a sweet face. I was smitten. A few weeks
later, Elsa came home with me and has been a joy ever
since.
She loves going to the church garden to visit the crew
and zoom around the garden. Her favorite trick is to
nab Milton's kerchief from his back pant pocket and run
gleefully away with it. She has also met Lynx but was a
bit leery to get too close.

Next month, watch out for Highlander Angus MacPherson.
We’d like to introduce you pet, too! Send a picture and something
about your pet (breed, name, age, a cute fact, whatever) and we’ll
spotlight them as space permits.
Chipping Sparrow
American Robin

The birthday database remains a mystery, but I
picked these up from last year’s Chronicle.

April Birthdays
02: Jean Gower
05: Richard Howe
05: Nancy Irving
08: Frances Gullyes
08: Jim Jolly
11: Mark Fagerlin
13: Jon Nobling
14: Charlotte Shipley
14: Rachel Stone
16: Don Culver
16: Joan Diaz
16: Hilarie Glasgow-Hawkins
17: Jean Glasgow-Hawkins
19: Bruce Jayne
21: Bill Green
23: Deborah Barwick
23: Dottie Culver
23: Glenn Gross
23: Angela Musselwhite
27: Sheryl Mendenhall
29: Herb Jacobitz
30: Fred Yopps

April Anniversaries
03: Hilarie & Jean Glasgow-Hawkins
03: Barry & Jill McMillion
05: Joe & Gillian Streer
14: Kevin & Joyce Tierney
16: Linda Sanders & Sharon Stepp
29: John & Jan Caldemeyer
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Centering with Circles
Creating Personal Mandalas
Date:
Time:
Where:
Cost:
Instructor:

April 6 2022
10 am – 1 pm
FCUCC Fellowship Hall
Suggested donation - $10
Catherine Fairbanks

What is a Mandala?
Mandalas are circular are circular designs and expressions, created in many ways. When
created meditatively, the mandala exposes the essence of your spirit in the symbolic language of
form and color. Many schools and therapeutic entities use the mandala to encourage self -expression
and healing; some are created as a group exercise engendering a spirit of cooperation.
Absolutely no artistic background necessary – this is a creative, expressive process where
you create personal mandalas using a variety of mediums: (acrylic paint, colored pencils, markers,
symbols, papers). You will receive several mandala templates to work with as well as designing and
creating your own.
____________________________________________________________________________
Notes
** Bring a small picture or symbol that is meaningful for you the center of your mandala.
** Supplies will be provided, but you can bring pencils or markers if you wish.
** Lunch: To observe protocos in place, we can eat outside, weather permitting
** Sign up: email or text Catherine Fairbanks: catherine.fairbanks@yahoo.com
or text: 828-489-8212

Reminder!
Fill-up, not give-up, for Lent
First Congregational
Care Bags for Seniors and
.
migrant workers.
Pick up a care bag, and fill it with goodies!
All donated bags stay in the community.
Stop by on Wednesday’s 10am-noon.
A list of suggested items is included.

This article is part of the 75th
birthday observance.

As we come into our lovely sanctuary and use the other parts of the building, it’s easy
to think it’s always looked like this. But, of course, it hasn’t. What we have today is the
result of a combination of many people having a vision for growth, energy to execute it,
and generous donors to pay for it.
The growth has come in a number of stages over the years.
The church building was first situated across the street, and was moved to its present
location in 1954. The church in the photo above was consecrated in 1955.
Since then, two more separate buildings were constructed: the Fellowship Hall and
what is now the choir room (it used to be the office). Later, the three buildings were
joined together with the reception area, and the gallery hallway was added. At
another time, the sanctuary was completely remodeled.
There are plaques in the Narthex and the reception area that recognize these major
milestones. I invite you to take the time to look for them, read them, and come to
know the names of the previous members who made our current building possible.

Welcome Home!

from the
Ministry of Worship

As we continue to open the doors of the church wider, there will be more
opportunities for you to be involved in worship,. These include:
1. Prayer Ministry—individuals who would pray with people after Sunday
services, similar to the role that prayer chaplains once had.
2. Acolytes—persons who would “carry the light” out at the conclusion of
our worship services.
3. Worship table hosts—we would like a person to be at the worship
table where people can place their prayer concerns or light a candle
following church.
4. Liturgists—individuals who will read the contemporary and scripture
readings each Sunday
5. Ushers and greeters—we have many visitors in church each Sunday
and would like to be able to greet them and be available to answer
questions or introduce them to Karla.
6. Flower organizers for services.
7. Special service assistants - Help with extra services such as memorial
services.
If you are interested in doing any of the following, there will be signup
sheets available following worship or you may email Linda at
lladerac@mtholyoke.edu.

First Congregational UCC
1735 Fifth Avenue West
Hendersonville NC 28739-4013

He is Risen!

