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A Note from Karla

Did you do May baskets on May Day? In grade school, it was another excuse for candy
acquiring. We would make tiny baskets out of construction paper and pastel colored
cupcake papers, and fill them with Hershey kisses, left over jelly beans, and whatever else
we had on hand. Then we would tromp around the neighborhood, sneakily place them at the
doorsteps of our friends, ring the doorbell, and run. The point was to make the recipient try to
chase you down and kiss you. The year Todd Kuester caught and kissed me I thought I
would die. I though I had gone to heaven. I was 11. He was red headed, freckled, cute and
nice. I thought he might like me since he worked so hard to catch me. I practically had put
the deposit down on the wedding venue when I realized he didn’t really like me. He was just
competitive.
Ah, such is spring. Warm weather, azaleas blooming, baby bunnies everywhere, and in spite
of all we know that’s awful in the world, we can still breathe in the freshness of season and
rest in its beauty. I think our Creator was on to something when seasons were formed.
May-Flower
by Emily Dickinson
Let’s give thanks for these days with joy.
Pink, small, and punctual,
Love and gratitude,
Aromatic, low,
Karla
Covert in April,
Candid in May,
Dear to the moss,
Known by the knoll,
Next to the robin
In every human soul.

Miss Emily
Bold little beauty,
Bedecked with thee,
Nature forswears
Antiquity.

MODERATOR’S COLUMN
Easter was wonderful. The service and music were beautiful,
the message was uplifting and there were a lot of us in church
celebrating and enjoying being together. Happiness broke out in smiles all over
the Sanctuary and we rejoiced in the Lord’s day and were glad to be together for
our first Easter back inside since COVID began its long, long stay. I think I looked
as if Easter Eggs had settled on me, but I was in color and in concert with all that
was happening in our wonderful church. Now, we pass by April showers and are
moving head-long into May flowers, which should suit us all fine as there are plans
for sprucing up our landscape and wonderful church property. You will be seeing
the results of hard work and planning from our Ministry of Physical Resources in
the garden, Labyrinth and grounds around the church itself.
The Reopening Task Force is still monitoring our local COVID numbers and looking
carefully at what it takes to maintain our safety here at FCUCC. If we find there
are changes that you need to know about or that require new recommendations to
Church Counsel that information will be disseminated
Most of us have Ukraine and her people on our minds and the news is saturated
daily with all the devastation occurring. The war on Ukraine has totally upended
millions of lives and made us aware of just how fragile our manmade rules of world
order really are. In fact, I doubt if the world as we knew it will ever return – a calm
world order and tranquility possibilities may be long ago and far away for quite
some time. Our prayers and support are needed for those who cannot help but
ask for it and say, “how can we cope with our fears when we cannot overcome
them?” FCUCC stands with Ukraine in its time of trial and we will offer our prayers
and the love and support they so badly need.
Church Council Counsel will meet May 11, 2022 in the Fellowship Hall at 10 am
and, as always, visitors are welcome to attend and listen to the leadership process
what’s happening here at FCUCC.
Thank you for all you each mean to our church and may God bless us all….

Sheryl Mendenhall, Moderator

Remember Ukraine

HOLY WEEK AT FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

Palm Sunday

Mark Acker and Linda Laderach accompany
Sage Crum as he sang the solo part of The Palms

Tenebrae – The Shadows

We partook of communion and
cellist Ben Smith played a
haunting version of “Where You
There” to close the service.

Good Friday

Easter
Mark Acker gave the
sermon for the
Sunrise Service at
Jump Off Rock.

Beautiful chancel

Blessing of the FCC Care
Bags for seniors and
migrant workers
The choir sang
“Lord of the
Dance”

Meet our newest Members!
Barbara Drum
Barbara comes from Charlotte and now lives in

Arden. She’s a retired administrator of Assisted Living
And Memory Care units in Charlotte, and has served
as an American Sign Language (ASL) interpreter in
public schools.
She enjoys being creative, fixing things, finding cost
effective solutions – which leads to estate sales.
She finds FCC so welcoming and appreciates the
services that are current and give her things to
ponder long after.

Sherry Sudduth and Larry Johnson
Even before joining the church, they
both joined the choir!
Sherry grew up in southwestern Pennsylvania.

She got a BS in nursing, and worked as a
cardiothoracic nurse in Georgia, where she raised
her family. Her two children and four grands all
live in Georgia.
Sherry has embraced a whole food plant-based
lifestyle, enjoys cooking, walking, reading,
exercise, and has an interest in Reiki.
Sherry immediately felt the warm and welcoming environment at FCC and
appreciates the open and affirming values of the congregation. She looks forward to
becoming involved.

Larry earned a BS in Forestry / Wildlife Ecology from the University of Florida and

worked as a technician for environmental consulting firms and as a naturalist for
Gainesville city parks, finishing his career as a park ranger in Gorges State Park.
He likes communing with nature, gardening, musical expression and spending
quality time with family and friends. He has four adult children and three
grandchildren.
Larry attended a UCC church in Florida and is glad to be back in a church that values
accepting people for who they are.

You may not be aware of another form of community outreach in
which our church engages: offering weekly meeting space for a
Twelve Step group. Every Saturday a group meets in the
choir room from 8:30-9:30 a.m. to work together in their program
of recovery from an addiction. They pay the church a small monthly
rental for the privilege of meeting there.
The Twelve Steps, created many years ago by Alcoholics Anonymous, now serve a variety of
addiction-recovery programs. In addition to recovery from addiction to a substance (alcohol or
drugs), there are also groups which address a number of compulsive behaviors, which experts
recognize can be just as addictive as uncontrolled use of substances.
Father Richard Rohr, founding director of the Center for Action and Contemplation, calls the
Twelve Steps America's greatest contribution to spirituality. A Twelve Step program is indeed a
spiritual program, but is not connected to any religion. It is oriented toward spiritual and
personal growth, and offers a new way of viewing and relating to life. Many churches, like ours,
recognize the value of supporting this kind of program by providing meeting space. The Twelve
Step Group that meets here is very grateful for having a comfortable and convenient place to
meet. ~ ~ From The Twelve Step Group Coordinator

During this 75th anniversary year of First
Congregational, we’re presenting a series of
articles that describe how we got to be who
and what we are. This is the next in that
series.

Heritage Endowment Investment Fund
As part of the 75th Birthday Year, we’re presenting a series of articles about how First
Congregational came to be what it is today.
If you carefully read the budget our Treasurer prepares each year, you might have noticed a reference
to the Heritage Endowment Investment Fund. Did you ever wonder exactly what that was?
The Fund was started in 2000 with a large gift from the estate of Elizabeth Nelson, a member of the
congregation. Since then, bequests from another 20 members, plus growth from investments, have
grown the fund to over $800,000.
The church has been using the income from the Heritage Endowment Investments Fund to support
the church’s operations budget for many years.
This usage is codified in the Bylaws of the Church. Article X, Section 3, Paragraph 10 under the
Duties of the Ministry of Financial Resources, addresses this action.
This income has saved the church from facing significant budget shortfalls. Another article in this
issue of the Chronicle celebrates the bequest of member Mildred Gardner, who died this past
November. Her generosity will help ensure First Congregational’s long-term financial stability into
the future. Maybe you would like to make something like this a part of your estate planning.

Prayer Shawl
Ministry

Part 1

On the last Sunday in April, the sanctuary
was glowing with the bright colors of
almost 90 prayer shawls that were spread
out on the pews – all ready to be blessed.
After the service, it was a joy to see how
many “walked out the door.” But, some
people asked – what is a prayer shawl?
A prayer shawl is simply a knitted, woven, or crocheted wrap, scarf, or shawl, made by hand,
by members and friends of our church. Some people understand that the makers weave in prayers as
they work. These prayers are never used up; they remain and grow as the shawl is used. Think of the
mustard seed parable: it grows and grows, and grows some more. So do prayers.
Other people understand prayer shawls to be used when one wishes to meditate or pray. The shawl
is wrapped around, reminding the user of the love of God, the love of their community, the love of
the maker, the love of the person who gave the gift.
Shawls are good for times of feeling alone, or empty, or happy, or so full of joy that one can hardly
contain it all. Or frightened, or sad, or grieving, or simply when you wish the room could be a little
warmer.
Making Prayer Shawls is one of the quiet, behind-the-scenes ministries at First Congregational. It
was started many years ago by Maryett Carl, who remained active up until the time of her passing
last year. She was joined by many crocheters and knitters over the years, united by their love of their
craft and desire to bring comfort and joy to others. They also make small dolls, warm hats, lap
afghans, and dish cloths – all of which are donated to various agencies around town.
(See Part 2 next month)

Mandalas
As part of our Lenten journey, some folks gathered to
create mandalas, under the guidance of Catherine
Fairbanks.

Follow-ups

Our ”Fill up, not Give up” Lenten program
resulted in about 80 completely stuffed
FCC Care Bags for seniors and migrant
workers in Hendersonville. They were
blessed at our Easter service.
Additionally, about a dozen cardboard
boxes were filled with MANY gallon
plastic bags of personal care items
destined for Thrive.
Thanks to all who gave so generously,
from the Service and Giving Team.

Reminder! May 7th, 2022 – 10 am - Noon
Local environmental agencies will be on hand to inform and answer questions on what we can all
do to keep our planet green. In addition, we will be collecting plants and gardening supplies for the
Boys and Girls Club to help with their gardening project.
PLANTS AND SEEDS
EQUIPMENT
Pepper plants (sweet, bell, hot).
Lettuce plants
Tomato plants
Any native wildflower plants.
Pumpkin seeds
Squash seeds

Gloves (kids and adults, all sizes)
Garden Cart
Wheelbarrow
Ground hog fencing
Garden shovels
Tomato cages

LOVING LEGACY FROM MILDRED GARDNER
TO FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
Mildred Gardner, who died this past November at the age of 95, was a long-time member of
First Congregational Church. Sadly, over the past few years poor health prevented her from
attending church services or other activities. She lived at Carolina Village, though, and other
FCC members who are also residents visited with her as her health permitted.
Long-time member Lester Vier and former pastor David Kelly remember Mildred as a
cordial and gracious lady who always had a kind word for others. In life before
Hendersonville, she was a high school teacher in Wentzville, Missouri and Wayne Gardner,
the man who was to become her husband, was the school principal. They had been married
55 years at the time of Wayne’s death. According to Lester and David, Mildred loved to
garden and had a backyard that was picture perfect and a house that was immaculate. She
also was a faithful member of the church choir for many years.
At the March meeting of the church Council, Treasurer Ron Miller informed the members
that Mildred Gardner left a generous bequest of $53,600 to First Congregational. As is the
case with such bequests, this money will be added to the church’s Heritage Fund.
Mildred found a way to show her love for the church, and to continue to support it into the
future, even though she’s no longer with us. The church is very grateful.
(You can learn more about the Heritage Fund in another article in this month’s Chronicle).

Sunday School Teacher: Ginger Zemp,
Nursery Teacher: Virginia Tegel
April was notable month for our Sunday School. Attendance was very
spotty as families traveled and took care of spring chores. An important change
occurred as an enthusiastic new Nursery Teacher replaced Dede Walton, who will now
be able to spend her Sunday mornings with the FCC congregation. Virginia Tegel has
recently moved to the neighborhood, has years of teaching experience, and loves
outdoor projects…a perfect fit! The children interviewed Virginia for the following
newsletter story.
Virginia grew up with 7 brothers and sisters in Cary, Illinois. She loved to play outside,
where she and her siblings sometimes had water fights. She was active in track, biking,
kayaking, cross country skiing, and she now loves to play pickle ball. She was a teacher
for many years, and her favorite part of her job was taking her students on field trips to
learn about nature.
She has eight grandchildren and two amazing cats. She loves to find small benthic
invertebrates in streams (we learned they don’t have backbones). She is now hosting a
visitor from Mongolia, and they talk to each other using Google Translate! Virginia has
a vegetable garden in her back yard, where her peas have already come up, so they are
her favorite thing to grow.
Speaking for the children, we all feel very lucky to have Virginia as part of our Sunday
School team!

Virginia Tegel

April
Attendance

YouTube Views and
In-Person Worship
Apr 3 165
Apr 10 147
Apr 17 185
(Easter)
Apr 24 131

Sunday
School
0
2
2
0
2

Highlander
and his Dad

Our featured pet this month is Highlander
Angus MacPhearson, who allows Ken and
Sammye Whitney to live with him.
Highlander’s Dad, Ken, writes this about him.
Highlander Angus MacPhearson was born in May of 2013 in
New Jersey. He is now an eight year old golden doodle. His
coloring comes from his sire, a black standard poodle. He was
taught his manners by Tuppy, the labra-doodle we had at the time
Highlander was adopted. Both "brothers" are certified therapy dogs and are
big hits whenever they visit an assisted living facility.
Mr. MacPhearson loves all dogs and people. He gets very confused when other dogs don't
want to play. His best friend is our neighbors seventeen year old cat whom he checks on
and kisses daily.
Highlander considers Rhododendron Park to be his and loves to patrol the roads above the
lake reading messages left by other dogs and asking Dad to pick up the poop that’s been
left.
Highlander lets Dad share his bed but has trouble with the concept of Dad's need for more
than a quarter of the bed. Dad often finds it difficult to move his 91-pound friend if
Highlander has been quick enough to get in bed first.
Meals are always a shared experience with bacon and chicken being the favorites.
Whenever a neighbor brings their dog to Highlander’s tiny house (dog house), the first thing
Highlander does is show the new friend where his food bowl is and steps back to allow his
visitor to eat his/her fill.
Highlander does not like gun shots, fireworks or smoke detector alarms. If a low battery
beep is heard from a smoke detector Highlander instantly goes into herding mode and
works to get everyone out of the house.
If Dad leaves without him, Highlander will be in a funk until he returns.

We want to meet more FCC pets!
Send a photo and any kind of
write-up to the editor at
dawnkucera@mac.com

The birthday list is copied from last year’s Chronicle.
if you’ve joined since then and your birthday /
anniversary is in May, apologies!

May Birthdays
02: Carolyn Schmalz
03: Ariel Marsh
05: Diane Swift
07: Debbie Callis
07: Dana Vannoy
09: Zachary Cone
12: Phillip Thomason
13: Connie Knight
14: Nancy Gorno
14: Bruce Mills
19: Liz Hill
19: Rick Laws
23: Jon Arthur
25: Annie Fritschner
25: Sharon Johnson
26: Anne Cain
31: David Kelly
31: Cole Novak
May Anniversaries
01: Craig & Lin Stogner
01: Nancy Anderson & JoClare Wilson
04: Carol Inman & Carol Woeppel
07: Bob & Dottie Koopman
14: Robert & Susan Palmer
16: Al & Joan Diaz
18: Jon & Joan Nobling
23: Gary & Judy Cyphers
24: Hank & Pamela Federlein
25: Charles & Pam Rogers
25: Raymond & Rachel Stone
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Note from the Editor
When I go about putting the Chronicle together, I like to try to have
a focus – like a season or a holiday.
May has a couple of things – Mother’s Day on May 8th, and
Memorial Day at the end of the month.
In England, they use the phrase “Mothering Day.” I
really like that because it turns it into a verb, and
therefore speaks to all who nurture: Moms, dads,
grands, siblings, aunties and uncles, teachers, coaches,
the next door neighbor – anyone who helped you on
your life journey.

At the other end of the spectrum we observe (not celebrate) Memorial
Day, when we honor our Fallen Heroes, those who have died in the line
of duty to protect our country, our freedoms, and our democracy. It’s
not about veterans – and they will be the first to tell you that. Over the
Memorial Day Weekend, I encourage you to take a moment to
remember those who gave their all, and the families they left behind.

~~Remember~~

DJK

COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS – April 2022 (in person meeting)
We are operating within the budget through the first 3 months of the year.
On the recommendations of the Reopening Task Force, Church Council approved:
- Use of the Fellowship Hall for a catered reception for Sheryl Tellier’s Memorial
Service.
- Revised maximum number of people permitted in the Fellowship Hall from 15 to 30.
- Blanket consent to open the church to outside groups (reverting to the vetting and
procedures in place prior to COVID shutdown).
Search Committee consisting of Cathy Sadler, Becky Rowland, Karla Miller, Mark
Acker, and Ron Miller is reviewing resumes and will schedule interviews for a Church
Administrator recommendation.

Council
meetings
are open to
all. If you’d
like to attend,
contact
Moderator
Sheryl
Mendenhall.

Pet Memorials at the Atrium
Just prior to the pandemic, the atrium just off the reception desk area was
re-purposed as a memorial garden for our furry friends when they’ve
gone to their final forever home. The ashes of several pets were interred.
There is also a Memory Book that contains photos and a write-up of the
pets.
Obviously this process fell by the wayside once the building closed. However,
during this whole two-year period, master gardener Lin Stogner
maintained the atrium as a beautiful garden, even decorating for the seasons.
We are so happy to announce that as part of our gradual re-opening
process, the atrium is once again available for this purpose.
If the need arises, and you would like to inter your pet’s ashes in the
atrium, please contact the office to get the details on how to
proceed.
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The Henderson County Hunger Coalition
Is seeking sponsorship partners for the Hunger Walk.
A donation of only $250 will get your company’s name on the back of
the Hunger Walk T-shirts! Contact Ken Whitney for more information.

Garden Report
by Carolyn Wilson

The garden is finally coming to life, albeit slowly. With all of the
rain we had the last few weeks we thought we’d have to
convert the vegetable garden into a rice paddy. However,
patience won out and the soil is now dry enough to plant the
crookneck and butternut squash seedlings, green and golden
zucchini seedlings, and Yukon Gold and Kennebec potatoes. As you can see in the photos,
the seedlings are just about ready to plant in the ground, and the strawberry plants are in
bloom.
The garden crew was particularly busy the last couple of months working on the replacement
of the water pump and the construction of a new pump house. The old pump was 35 years
old and had belonged to Milton’s grandfather. We’ll see if the new pump lasts that long!! The
new pump will enable us to water the garden more efficiently as it can handle more sprinklers
at one time than the old pump.
Thank you all who continue to donate to the compost bin. We have some beautiful soil from
all of your scraps. For those of you who do not know where to deposit your veggie scraps,
the most accessible one is the big blue container you see in the photo. You don’t even have
to go into the garden….just toss the items into the blue container and we’ll take care of it.
Please remember that we only want the following items be added to the compost bin:
vegetable and fruit scraps, eggs shells, cardboard egg boxes, tea bags, and coffee grounds.
Please do not add the following items: meat, fish, eggs or poultry scraps, dairy products, fat,
or oils (these items attract rodents and insects), plants, grass clippings, bush/tree trimmings,
or flowers. We really appreciate your donations!!

First Congregational UCC
1735 Fifth Avenue West
Hendersonville NC 28739-4013

He is Risen!

